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        Tis the season when we are all rushing  
around for the holidays! We shop till we drop, bake 

lots of goodies and look forward to spending time 

with family and friends. Hopefully, during this busy 

time we remember to keep our bird feeders full and even put out some extra 

treats like suet and peanut buttered pinecones!  

 

During the last few months I have had some great birding days and have 

added several birds to my life list. GCSC work keeps me super busy, but I 

have found moments during my many trips visiting GCSC garden clubs 

across the state to take some time for birding in your local parks, wildlife 

trails and nature preserves. Visiting your clubs has been a great experience 

and we are very fortunate to have such stunningly beautiful areas to enjoy 

nature in South Carolina! 

 

In the days ahead your Districts will start preparations for the upcoming 

Spring District Meetings in March. I hope you all plan to attend and I look 

forward to seeing you there. The meetings will feature special speakers and 

you will enjoy fellowship with your District Director, Co-Director and all of 

the members in your district. You will also hear the report of your District 

Nominating Committee on the 2019-2021 candidates for District Director 

and Co-Director.  

 

Thank you for your continued support and all you do for GCSC, it has made 
an extraordinary difference to the organization!  
 
On behalf of the GCSC Board of Directors I wish you a healthy and Happy 

New Year!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Donna 

President’s Message 

GCSC Treasurer: 701 Gervais St., Suite 150-142  Columbia, SC  29201 

The Gardener is sent to dues paying members.  Presidents please send 

rosters, dues, new member info and address changes to the GCSC 

Treasurer at the above address or email to treas.gcsc@gmail.com  

Dear Garden Club Members, 
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‘Feed the Birds’ 
Chairman Mary Reeves 

reevesmary3@gmail.com 

Amazing!   We are now entering our 2nd winter for “Feed the Birds” and Donna’s 2nd 

year of leadership for GCSC.  As a reminder regarding the “WHY” we are so invested 

in this program please take a look again at our initial mission statement: 

“GCSC Feed the Birds Presidents’ Project Mission Statement 

“The Garden Club of South Carolina will make a long-term impact on the bird 
population of our state. 

The most effective way we can do this is to educate our members and the public on 
how they can make the transition from only feeding from a bird feeder to cultivating 
habitats in which birds can feed themselves.  These habitats can be established in 
backyards and throughout the community”. 

Leaps have been made in the increase of our knowledge 

base on this multifaceted subject.   

All of Special Standing Committees have been educating 

clubs and public in specific ways from A to Z: Arbor Days; 

Backyard Habitats; Bees & Butterflies; Native Plants: 

Birds; Conservation; Horticulture to name a few.  Youth 

and Garden therapy programs, Camp Wildwood, Garden 

Tours that show how to plant a Living Garden rather than 

only a specimen garden.  A book was passed on to me, 

written a couple of year ago by  Mary Reynolds, The 
Garden Awakening.  A good practical read in the later 

chapters but her philosophy, “Our gardens are gifts to us. 
They can also become our teachers.  Gardens belong to nature, not the other way 
around”.  All of this is coming full circle from awareness to actions in our lands to 

restore for our birds and wildlife all the while living. 

“But for this month In WINTER we have the opportunity to see different “YARD 

BIRDS”.  There’s this whole other season that we haven’t been paying nearly as much 

attention to, and there may be opportunities to do a better job providing higher-

quality habitat during the winter.  We don’t think so much about where they're 

coming from and as what their needs are.”Audubon 

If the birds don’t find quality habitats with good food, their health suffers; it may take 

them longer to gather the energy to migrate back to their breeding grounds. When 

they finally arrive, the best breeding spots might be taken. “Each stage of the annual 

cycle kind of depends on the previous one,” Basically, it’s a snowball effect (Audubon) 

Helping these winter visitors out could help sustain their populations in both their 

wintering and summering grounds. Birds have the same needs —Food, water, 

shelter—in winter as they do any other time. 

President’s Projects 

American Goldfinch 
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President’s Projects Update  
 

Riverbanks Birding Project 

The GCSC sponsored Riverbanks Birding 

Project in the Children’s Garden is well 

underway with several birdhouses 

installed by the Riverbanks arborist. The 

staff reports the hummingbirds enjoyed 

their feeders this past summer! A map 

with colorful graphics of the many project 

features will be available soon. 

Photo of the 'Lights before Christmas’ 

reception: Left:Riverbanks staff and zoo 

creature; Center/right: Riverbanks CEO 

and President, Tommy Stringfellow; 

GCSC President, Donnelly; Botanical 

Garden Director, Andy Cabe 

Birding Platform/Blind at the SCBG 

Great news! Dr. Patrick McMillan will be setting a date in the Springtime 

for the groundbreaking for the GCSC sponsored Birding Platform/Blind in 

the State SCBG (South Carolina Botanical Garden, Clemson) This is a 

project close to his heart, and mine as well, as the platform will be a perfect 

addition to the area of the SCBG that is loaded with birds and a delightfully 

tasty tree to them: the hackberry tree! The chosen area has lots of trails to 

enjoy nature and allow any birder to generate a prolific birding list. 

I will keep you posted on the groundbreaking date.  Donna 

Feed the Birds 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the GCSC Feed the Birds fund-

raiser. Continued financial support can be sent to the  

GCSC Treasurer 701 Gervais St. Suite 150-142, Columbia SC 29201 
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President’s Projects Update  
Monticello Bus Tour 
President Donna Donnelly 

GCSC Bus Tour 2018 to Washington DC, Mt. Vernon, 

Monticello  

Day 1-At 6:30AM Tuesday, October 9th, fifty-five GCSC members and 

friends boarded a luxury motor coach in Columbia, for the start of our much 

anticipated PML Bus Tour 2018. The morning was sunny and 85 degrees. 

Our destination was Washington DC. As the official GCSC welcome 

committee and tour guide, I directed the 

group to board the bus and handed everyone 

a snack bag and homemade neck pillow with 

bird motif so all would remember: ‘Birds of a 

Feather Travel Together’! GCSC Chaplain 

Mary Rivers gave the blessings for our safe 

travels (and all our meals).  Halfway along 

the route north we stopped for lunch. We 

arrived in Washington DC around 4:30 PM. 

PML Tours had dinner reservations set for 

us at a popular Italian restaurant in town. 

The food was delicious and the over-the-top 

ambiance in the restaurant was 

spectacularly colorful and interesting with 

memorabilia from the 1940’s and 50’s 

including many statues, paintings and photographs and even a bust of Pope 

Francis! Our DC city tour guide, Lisa, met us at the restaurant and for the 

next 2 hours we enjoyed a guided tour of the many famous monuments and 

sights of the glorious city by night. By 9:30 PM we were settled into our 

hotel.  

Day 2- Wednesday was partly sunny and 80 degrees. The day started with 

an early breakfast then back on the 

coach by 7 AM heading for our early 

morning White House Tour. The group 

walked a bit through the bustling city to 

the gates of the White House complex. 

Then it was a lovely walk up through 

the well-manicured gardens and 

grounds to the most famous house in 

the country! After a thorough (and very 

efficient) security check we entered the 

mansion. We felt honored to be inside 

the hallowed walls and the rooms, 

interior décor, antiques and furnishings did not disappoint! Tours in the 

Monticello Bus Tour 2018 

White House 



The South Carolina Gardener | Winter 2018|  7 

 

 

President’s Projects Update  
Monticello Bus Tour (continued) 
President Donna Donnelly 

White House are scheduled until 11 AM, then the carpets, rolled up to make 

clearance for us visitors, are put back in place, and the rooms are made 

ready for the usual business of the day. After the tour we boarded the coach 

which dropped us off at the National Mall where the US Botanic Garden, 

US Capitol and all the Smithsonian museums 

are located. We had 2 hours for lunch and the 

opportunity to visit any museum or garden we 

chose.  After lunch our coach took us across the 

Potomac River to Mt. Vernon where we enjoyed 

an exciting and educational tour with Mt. 

Vernon’s Director of Horticulture, Dean Norton. 

He warmly greeted the group and mentioned his 

work with the ‘Rosemont Plantation Society’ in 

Laurens, SC, the home of Ann Pamela 

Cunningham. Ann Pamela Cunningham made 

her mark on history in 1853 by saving Mt. 

Vernon from destruction and total ruin by 

starting the first ladies volunteer organization in 

America: The Mt. Vernon Ladies Association; she was their first Regent. 

The MVLA, to this day, still privately owns the Mt. Vernon mansion and 

land! Ms. Cunningham’s work also started the preservation movement in 

America.  Dean guided us through the Mt. Vernon landscape. We saw lush 

and well-designed formal, naturalistic, kitchen and flower gardens. George 

Washington even created ‘Pleasure Gardens’ surrounding the mansion for 

family and guests to enjoy. They contained ornamental and perfumed floral 

horticultural specimens. He even built a greenhouse for rare and exotic 

specimens and had a small botanical garden for plant experimentation. 

Dean also related George’s manure experiments to determine the best 

compost for his gardens! His results showed horse manure was the best; 

US Botanic Garden 

Dean Horton at Mt Vernon Mt. Vernon 
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President’s Projects Update  
Monticello Bus Tour (continued) 
President Donna Donnelly 

followed by cow, oxen, hog then sheep! Pigeon and chicken manures were 

carefully handled as they could burn plants. He also made sure his 

farmhands had good and proper tools to work with. The group also toured 

the mansion and saw the bedroom where George Washington died from 

complications of pneumonia on December 14, 1799, where incidentally, the 

ghost of George Washington has been seen! Touring the mansion, it was so 

nice to see the mansion restored to exactly the way it was, including aqua 

paint color on the dining room walls and mint color in the ballroom, when 

Martha & George lived there. This was due to the fastidious records and 

journals George Washington kept for every little thing that he did at the 

estate. It was humbling to walk through their home and walk where they 

walked so long ago! The group had a lovely and delicious dinner at the 

historic Mt. Vernon Inn. (The salmon w/lemon sauce was especially 

awesome!) We were back at the hotel by 9PM. 

Day 3-Thursday started with scattered thunderstorms and 75 degrees. After 

breakfast, with suitcases packed and loaded, we boarded the coach, 

departed Washington DC and settled in for the 2 hour drive to Monticello in 

Charlottesville, Virginia.  Upon our arrival at Monticello, we were greeted 

by our expert guide, Peter Hatch, Director of 

Garden and Grounds (since 1977). Peter is the 
authority on Thomas Jefferson’s gardening 

interests and the history of plants in American 

Gardens and has been responsible for the 

accurate restoration and interpretation of 

Jefferson’s Monticello Landscape. Although, the 

rain cut our outside walk short, the group 

enjoyed a wonderfully informational tour of the 

gardens with Peter. He explained the entire 

landscape of Monticello was a botanic laboratory 

of ornamental and useful trees and plants from 

around the world. Jefferson grew over 500 

varieties of vegetables and fruits! Unique garden 

features of the mountaintop mansion included circular paths and roadways 

to easily access the home and the surrounding ornamental forest.  An 

informative guided tour of Jefferson’s Monticello mansion followed and the 

group learned all about the 3rd US President’s penchant and high intellect 

for many inventions! Especially interesting was a 365 day clock with chains 

that went around the ceiling of the front room and down into the cellar to 

accommodate the 7 days of the week! Another curious invention was a wall 

shaped like a hutch in the dining room with shelves that the servants in the 

kitchen would fill with bowls and platters of food and then they would spin 

Peter Hatch at Monticello 
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President’s Projects Update  
Monticello Bus Tour (continued) 
President Donna Donnelly 

the wall to face the dining room where the guests would be served! 

Afterwards we met Peter Hatch in the gift shop where he signed his books 

for us and gave each of us a gift bag with Monticello literature and 

homegrown seeds. The group boarded the coach for the 5-minute ride to the 

famous and historic Michie Tavern, c1784 (pronounced Mickey). We had a 

delightful and tasty southern style bill of fare including fried chicken, pulled 

pork, corn bread and biscuits-we felt right at home! After lunch we enjoyed 

a docent led guided tour of the oldest parts of the huge tavern complex, 

which was once a lucrative stagecoach stop.  Due to the rain we were unable 

to tour the taverns numerous 

outbuildings, but we had lots to 

see and tour inside.  By 5 PM we 

were on our way to the very 

quaint and inviting British-style 

English Inn Hotel. Dinner was on 

our own and since it was the last 

night of the trip, many members 

of the group decided on a 

delightful steakhouse restaurant 

with tons of atmosphere. We had 

a celebratory dinner, lots of great 

conversation and lots of laughs! 

Day 4-Friday morning was sunny and a cool 51 degrees! After a yummy 

breakfast we boarded the coach and headed for home. Stopping for lunch on 

the road midway, we arrived in Columbia at 5 PM.  

The trip was really special and we all made new friendships and reinforced 

old ones. It was wonderful to just be able to spend our time being sociable 

and conversational with the people we work so hard with at GCSC 

functions. The group all agreed our coach driver, John Lane, was amazing 

and an extraordinary driver. We will always have lots of great memories 

and recollections of the fun we had and places we visited!  Everyone brought 

home lots of goodies and souvenirs of the trip from the many gift shops as 

well. 

A very special thanks to all who participated in this event! The group was 

from all over the state, with 9 ladies coming from Denmark and many 

husbands joining us!  

You are a great group to travel with and I am very grateful to you all for 

your support!  I will always remember the trip with fond memories of you 

all!    

Donna 

Michie’s Tavern 
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Memorial Garden Capitol Project - 2018 
 

Memorial Garden Capitol Project 2018 

In partnership with SCPRT 

(South Carolina Parks, Recreation and Tourism) 

Update of work in progress by 

Rebecca M. Looney and Associates, Inc. 

1. Existing sod has been removed. 

2. New Camellias have been planted after removing the very aged and 

decayed    Camellias at each side of the steps on in the fountain area. 

3. Existing irrigation lines and valves have been located.  

4. Weep holes have been exposed for access. The best route to access the 

outlet     drain-pipe was researched to minimize root disturbance of 

existing plantings.  

5. Grade stakes have been set for proposed grading. Some soil has been 

brought in and more will eventually be brought to the site. Due to 

Tropical Storm Michael, the exposed new topsoil was covered to prevent 

wash and to keep the site from becoming unworkable and delaying 

progress. 

6. Upcoming work will include trenching, removal of soil from trenches 

and installation of drain and irrigation systems.   

Memorial Garden Capitol Project 

Top Left: Long view of the Memorial 

Garden with sod removed 

 

Top Right and Bottom Right  Locating 

irrigation lines 
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Memorial Garden Capitol Project - 2018 
Completed Project  
Betsey Steele, GCSC Memorial Garden Trustee Chairman 

COMPLETED PROJECT 

MEMORIAL GARDEN 

Betsy Steele 

GCSC Memorial Garden Trustee Chairman 

On Friday, November 2, 2018 Saied Darvish, Project Manager for SC Dept. 

of Administration, Rebecca Looney of RML, Landscape Architect Assoc., 

Karen Hedgecock, Governor’s Mansion Event Coordinator, Travis Young of 

Young’s Landscape Services and Betsy Steele, GCSC Memorial Garden, 

Trustee Chairman, met in Memorial Garden to review the work to correct 

drainage system and irrigation problems.  The work project is now complete.  

A short description of the final results is that “it drains like a football field.” 

Our special thanks to Saied Davish, who provided review of bids, oversight 

of contractors and the scheduling timetable.  Timing was paramount in the 

success of this project to allow the roots of the new sod to have time to grow 

before scheduled spring weddings.  Rebecca Looney has a personal 

attachment to Memorial Garden since she has SC Veterans in her family 

and had visited the garden in times past.  She provided critical designs to 

create proper slope and then directed the installation for precise 

underground drainage.   Travis Young and his crew did all the heavy 

lifting…literally.  Since no large equipment can be used in Memorial 

Garden, old sod was removed and carried out by hand.   Clay soil was 

 

Memorial Garden Capitol Project 

Top Left: Memorial Garden with sod removed.  

 

Right:  View towards the gate. 
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Memorial Garden Capitol Project - 2018 
Completed Project (continued) 
Betsey Steele, GCSC Memorial Garden Trustee Chairman 

removed from the site and 24 tons of sand was installed at precise 

elevations.  All 24 tons were brought in with wheelbarrows. 

A new wireless rain gauge has been installed allowing for off sight control of 

the sprinkler system.  Repairs were made to any aged sprinkler pipes and 

new drain lines were replaced that run through the existing granite wall 

onto Calhoun Street.  We now have As Built drawings for the Irrigation and 

Drainage systems that will be on file and shared via email with future 

Trustee Chairmen. 

For almost two years efforts have been underway to save the two camellias 

flanking the steps to the raised terrace.  After soil test, special fertilizers 

and proper trimming, all by professionals, it was time to replace them.  The 

new camellia variety planted is Daydream, which is an early bloomer and 

was Originated/Registered in the 1940s, appropriate to the historical 

plantings of the Memorial Garden. (Camellia blossoms were used for Mrs. 

Boylston’s casket spray). 

Last, but not least, repairs were made to the steps and raised terrace 

supporting the fountain.   “Point up” is a process of replacing mortar to 

renew the look of an area of brick or stone.  This process was used on both 

the steps to the raised terrace and the terrace itself.  The slate terrace was 

hand cleaned and larger cracks re-grouted.    These surfaces now look new.   

Partnering with these State agencies and individual professionals was a 

pleasure.  Their concern and care for Memorial Garden was evident.  GCSC 

is thankful for their expertise and we look forward to working together in 

the future. 

Memorial Garden Capitol Project 

Long view of the Memorial Garden Laying Sod - a work in progress 
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National Wildlife Community Certification for Keowee Key  
By Alice Fleming Guzick, National Wildlife Federation project, Team Leader  

Lake and Hills Garden Club Celebrates Keowee Key National 

Wildlife Community Certification 

On October 3, 2018, a bright sunny day with butterflies and birds flitting 

around us, Keowee Key celebrated a milestone.  Thirty-five people, 

including outside guests, joined to recognize Keowee Key as the first 

National Wildlife Federation Community Wildlife Habitat in Midlands and 

Upstate South Carolina, the fifth community within the state, and the 112th 

community in the nation.   

This National Wildlife Federation certification demonstrates that the 

residents of Keowee Key care about local wildlife, native plants, and their 

symbiotic relationships.  When we welcome wildlife into our spaces, we look 

out our windows, walk around our homes, and we see that our yards are 

alive with activity!  We share notes about how many creatures or blooms we 

have seen, we enhance our overall environment, and we build community.   

At our Certification Celebration, Sara Green, Director of Education at South 

Carolina Wildlife Federation, congratulated Keowee Key for having more 

than 20 residents who had certified their yards 15 or more years ago and 

continue to “garden with wildlife in mind.”  Ms. Green also congratulated 

Keowee Key for attaining certification in only eight months, which 

demonstrates the community’s widespread and enthusiastic interest in 

nature. 

Guests Marguerite Warren and Dee LeMay, from the West Piedmont 

District of South Carolina Garden Clubs, admired the newly planted 

commemorative Butterfly Garden at South Marina/Marina Villas.  Spotted 

on that day were a buckeye butterfly, a yellow cloudless Sulphur butterfly, 

and one monarch.  Even from a distance, these knowledgeable guests could 

 

Featured Articles 

 

Sara Green, SC Wildlife 

Federation Director of 

Education, presents Keowee 

Key’s National Wildlife 

Federation certificate to 

Alice Guzick NWF Project 

Team Leader.  Committee 

members (L to R) Lynn Pode, 

Dianne McGee and Lisa 

Thomas. 
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National Wildlife Community Certification for Keowee Key 
((continued) 

identify the plants they knew will bring more butterflies and pollinators to 

that sunny hillside on warm days.  Erika Hollis, from Upstate Forever, was 

impressed with the cleanliness and natural beauty of Lake Keowee, which 

she saw for the first time from Keowee Key. If you haven’t seen one of the 

new butterfly gardens at South Marina or the Leisure Trail, be sure to visit! 

How did Keowee Key attain certification? 

Sponsored by the Lake and Hills Garden Club, the NWF Community 

Wildlife Habitat project 

showed commitment from 

a core team, led by Alice 

Guzick. The project 

received unanimous 

approval in early 2018 

from the KKPOA Board.  

Following a PowerPoint 

presentation to the Lake 

and Hills Garden Club, 

the project was approved 

by the garden club.  A 

core team performed 

education and outreach 

activities to encourage 

and inform homeowners 

how to certify their own 

yards.  Lists of site-

specific native plant 

species are available at 

each garden club meeting 

and on the garden club’s website and Facebook page.  Lists of birds, how to 

attract them, and bird nesting boxes are available at many garden club 

meetings.  Information pages showing which native plants attract specific 

types of butterflies are available on Keowee Key’s National Wildlife 

Federation homepage.  Clean up activities within Keowee Key have kept the 

community attractive and earned points towards our certification.   

In addition to the education and outreach activities, also required are 

certifications of individual backyards and garden spaces.  Keowee Key has 

nearly 100 individual homes and 4 common spaces certified.  The certified 

common spaces are: Chestnut Point, Laurel Park, Leisure Trail, and Marina 

Villas.  Be sure to visit these sites and see our newly installed National 

Marguerite Warren, West Piedmont District Director (L) 

and Dee LeMay (R), Co-Director of the West Piedmont 

District  congratulate Alice Guzick on Keowee Key’s 

designation as the first National Wildlife Federation 

Community Wildlife Habitat in Midlands and Upstate 

South Carolina, the fifth community within the state, 

and the 112th community in the nation.   

Featured Articles 
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National Wildlife Community Certification for Keowee Key 
(Continued) 

Wildlife Federation signs recognizing these spaces as wildlife-friendly.    

Through a combination of registration, administration, education, outreach 

points, as well as certification points of garden spaces, Keowee Key attained 

the requisite 250 total points for our population.  On August 10, 2018, we 

were officially certified!  Please view our certificate at 

www.lakeandhillsgardenclub.com.  

If you would like to certify your own yard, go to: www.nwf.org/certify. Cost is 

a one-time fee of $20, payable online. 

Pledge to support our Memorial Garden.  Send donations to  

GCSC Treasurer, 701 Gervais St., Suite 150-142, Columbia, SC 29201 

 

Featured Articles 

 

 

http://www.lakeandhillsgardenclub.com
http://www.nwf.org/certify
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New address for NGC 

President: 

Nancy Hargroves 

300 N Ridge Rd. #76 

Richond, VA 23229-74590 

Featured Articles 
State Christmas Tree Lighting 

The 52nd Annual Governor’s Carolighting and lighting of the State 

Christmas Tree took place in front of the SC State House in Columbia on 

Monday, November 29th. As usual a chilly breeze prevailed and the crowd 

sipped hot cocoa which was generously supplied by the city. The State 

House was beautifully decorated and the entertainment included the Fort 

Jackson 282nd Army Band, Southern Bronze Handbell Ensemble, 

Carolighting Children’s Choir, Mark Rapp Group, Carillon Carolers, 

Columbia High School Concert Choir and the Indigo Soul singers. Master of 

Ceremonies was Mary King, anchor at WIS News 10. Governor Henry 

McMaster gave an inspirational Christmas message and the magnificent 

tree was lit! Every year GCSC partners with the Columbia GC to sponsor 

the spectacular tree!   

Columbia GC President Susan Shuler; GCSC 

President Donnelly; West Sandhills District 

Director Jan Burch.  



The South Carolina Gardener | Winter 2018|  17 

 

85th Anniversary 

Beaufort Garden Club 

St. Paul’s Garden Club 

Greenville Garden Club 

80th Anniversary 

Iris Garden Club 

Blackville Garden Club 

Azalea Garden Club of Conway 

Camellia Garden Club of Conway 

Bishopville Garden Club 

St. Matthews Garden Club 

Dahlia Garden Club  

70th Anniversary 

Council of Garden Club’s of Greater Charleston 

Palmetto Garden Club of North Augusta 

Camellia Garden Club of Greer  

65th Anniversary 

Magnolia Garden Club of John’s Island  

Blythewood Garden Club 

Pyracantha Garden Club 

Green Thumb Garden Club  

60th Anniversary 

   Sea Island Garden Club 

Azalea GC of Sumter 

50th Anniversary 

   Sunshine Garden Club 

Congratulations to the following GCSC Federated Garden 
Clubs celebrating milestone Anniversaries.  Each club 
received a beautiful NGC Anniversary Certificate signed by 
NGC President Nancy Hargroves. If you think of it in Club 
Years that’s a combined total of  1,455 Club Years.  Salute! 
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Membership  
Welcoming New Members 
By Sandie Duerksen, Membership Chairman 

The first garden club in America was founded in January 1891 by a group of 

ladies from Athens, Georgia. By May of 1929 13 federated states became 

charter members at an organizational meeting in Washington, DC.  

National Garden Club established its  headquarters at Rockefeller Center in 

New York in 1935.  A permanent headquarters was established in St. Louis 

in May 1958.  

Today our organization comprises 50 state garden clubs and 

the National Capital Area, with 5000 garden clubs and 

165,000 members. We organize, support, arrange, and deliver 

educational and school programs along with a variety of 

resources to support horticultural and environmental 

activities. Our members participate in working in our 

communities on a local, regional, national, and international level. 

Why did you join your club???? What kind of member are you???? Some 

joined to actually garden…to put hands in the soil and watch color, 

fragrance, and form take place. Some joined to use flowers as a medium of 

artistic expression. Some joined for the challenge of leadership and group 

work. And yet to a few it is a meaningless effort. They only have their name 

on a list and are a sometime attendee…….BUT  to many being in a garden 

club means making friends, meeting with the old and mingling with the 

new! 

This year GCSC is sponsoring a NEW MEMBER CONTEST……. in the SC 

Gardener is  an application to be completed by club presidents with names 

of new club members as they join their clubs. We are seeing some 

excitement brewing. This contest ends the night before our SC state 

convention in April. The winning entry will be drawn at the convention. Be 

sure to take advantage of this fun…bring a friend to a meeting. Smile, talk 

up the good works we do, and have some fun together. Maybe your club will 

walk home with the grand prize along with that new member. The entry box 

is starting to fill up! Better get busy…… 
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GCSC NEW MEMBER CONTEST  2018-2019 

“GROWING OUR FLOCK” 

 

Starts  April 26, 2018- Ends April 17, 2019  

Club President  completes  form below and 
sends  to sandieduerksen@gmail.com  or by post 

to 165 Double Eagle Ct. Aiken, SC 29803. 

Winner will be announced by a drawing at our  
“National Bird Day Party”!!! at GCSC 2019 Spring  Convention. 

NO MONEY NEEDED……ONLY GOOD FUN…… so let’s “feather 
your  club’s  nest” and send out some bird calls! We need 
YOU!!!! 

PS…. First  Prize will fly  you out of your nest….your club will 
thank you…… and so will I!!!!  

Sandie Duerksen, Membership Chairman 
2017/2019 

803-644-5242/803-645-2871 

 

Cut here and send to Sandie 

 

New Member Name  ______________________________ 

 Address:    ______________________________ 

 

Club Name  and District  ___________________________ 

 

President Name and email__________________________ 

 

Date Joined_____________________________________ 

 

President Signature_______________________________ 
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THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA, INC 

“Birds of a Feather Garden Together!” 

 

Master Calendar of Events 2019 

 February 18 - 20 Flower Show School, Course IV, Charleston 

 February 20 - 26 Belize Trip II to Orchid Bay Resort 

 March 1  Entries to Juried Art/Photography Contest Due. 

    Theme: Birds 

 March 5  West Piedmont District Meeting, Salem 

 March 6  East Piedmont District Meeting, Chester 

 March 7  NAJCSC Judges Club Meeting, Columbia 

 March 12  West Sandhills District Meeting, Winnsboro 

 March 13  East Sandhills District Meeting, Hartsville 

 March 14  Coastal District Meeting, Conway 

 March 19  East Low Country District Meeting, Manning 

 March 20  West Low Country District Meeting, Blackville 

 March 29-30 SAR Convention, Williamsburg VA 
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District News 
Coastal 
District Director: Allyson McCoy Hirsh 
Co-Director: Susan Carter 

Azalea and Daphne Garden Clubs Florence Clean Up 
Submitted By: Judy Wesley 

Garden Clubs Work Together to Clean Up After Hurricane Florence 

During the week after Hurricane Florence, members of Marion’s Daphne 

and Azalea Garden Clubs joined forces to assist the city in cleaning up. 

These women concentrated their efforts around the court house, library and 

Francis Marion Square.   These pictures were taken September 21, 2018 

and show our two clubs working together. 

Driftwood Garden  Club Watermelon Party 
Submitted By: Ginny Cooper 

During its summer hiatus, the Driftwood Garden Club enjoyed a mid-

summer Watermelon Party on the evening of July 31, 2018 at the Loris 

home of Club Treasurer Jeanette Bell and her husband, Carlton.  Club 

members brought dishes to share and were treated to juicy watermelons.   

Jeanette warmly greeted 15 Club members and invited guests and provided 

impromptu tours of her lovely home.  Jeanette’s daughters, Marva Williams 

and Carla Bell Joye, provided immense support and instrumental in making 
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the event a special one. After the meal and fellowship, Club President 

Sandy Barker demonstrated knife techniques in making fun and attractive 

fruit arrangements.  

Yellow Jessamine Blue Star Memorial 
Submitted By: Melissa Moody 

The Yellow Jessamine Garden Club of Dillon, S.C. held a Blue Star 

Memorial ByWay Marker Service on Saturday, November 10 at 10:00am at 

The National Guard Armory in Dillon, S.C. President Mary Ricks opened 

the service by welcoming everyone and especially thanking our guests. 

Sergeant Ronnie Stone of the U.S. Marines, was the guest speaker. He 

captivated the audience by explaining his job in the military and how war 

time impacted his life. The history of The Blue Star Memorial was 

presented by SFC Russell Williams. Vice President Melissa Moody gave the 

dedication of the marker and Master Sgt. Retired Leon T. Morris accepted 

this prestigious award. Closing remarks were given by President Ricks and 

all sang "God Bless America." The benediction was given by Pastor Scott 

Moody (Melissa Moody's husband). All were invited to attend light 

refreshments an d fellowship afterwards. The YJGC was overjoyed to have 

Coastal District Director Allyson Hirsh in attendance. The Blue Star Byway 

 Left to right: Anne Elliott, Annie Belle 

Draughon, Deb Davidson, Joan Shuster, 

JoAnn Johnson, Ginny Cooper, Sandy 

Barker, guest Flo Frey, Emily Stephens, 

guest Ellen Rindfuss, Billie Dove Gore, 

Jeanette Bell, Susie Bellamy, guest Nance 

Southworth, and Sharon Robinson. Missing 

in this photo: Hilda York, Linda Siceloff, 

Kathy Turnauer, and guest Ardie 

Praetorious. 

 

District News 
Coastal (Continued) 

Jeanette Bell with a floral arrange-

ment made by her daughter, Carla 

Bell Joye. 



24 | 

 

Marker is on display at the National Guard Armory and is dedication to all 

men and women who have sacrificed for our freedom.  

Yellow Jessamine Garden Club 

New Members 
Submitted By: Melissa Moody 

The Yellow Jessamine Garden 

Club, Dillon, S.C. welcomed 4 new 

members! 

Pictured left to right are  Donna 

Haselden, Theresa Hamilton 

(Front) Terry Hayes, Terri 

Pittman. 

District News 
Coastal (Continued) 

 Make sure and register for the GCSC 89th Convention. 

April 11, 12,  and 13, 2019 at Tabby Place in Beaufort SC. 

Contact Dee LeMay, GCSC 3rd VP, State Convention Chairman  

dlemay98@aol.com 

 

Tabby Place 
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Hymenocallis Caroliniana (Carolina 

 spiderlily) 
Submitted by Mary Ann Powell Kirby 

The plant is 1.5-2.5 ft tall, fragrant, with spider 

like blooms up to 7 inches across and with up 

to 6 clusters on a leafless stalk. Leaves are up 

to 2 feet long and are shiny and pale green.  It 

blooms March – September and is dormant in 

the summer. Photographed in front of a red 

Ultra-suede background. 

This is grown as a Container Plant  and is 

brought in and placed in a sunny Window 

during the winter.  

Charleston Tea 

Members and guests enjoy the beautiful and opulent floral decorations and 

antique decor of the Manigault House at the GC of Charleston Christmas 

Tea. Pictured on the right are GCSC President-Elect Trish Bender, Director 

of Preservation + Interpretation at 

Middleton Place Jeff Neale as Joel 

Poinsett, GCSC President Donnelly, 

GCSC 2nd VP Yvonne Jordan. 

 

District News 
East Low Country 
District Director: Michael Pound 
Co-Director: Sue Lawley 

East Piedmont 
District Director: Wayne Deal 
Co-Director: Elaine Wade 

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=HYCA9
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District News 
East Sandhills District 
District Director: Jennifer McCutchen 
Co-Director: Radine Tate 

Azalea Garden Club Visits Jenks Farmer  

Photos & Article Submitted by Terry Newman, Susan Lybrand, & 

Katherine Barrett 

In October, the members and friends of 

the Azalea Garden Club of Sumter took a 

Saturday road trip to Jenks Farmer’s 

farm on Beech Island, South Carolina. 

Jenks grows an extensive assortment of 

horticulture but he’s most famous for his 

wide variety of crinum lilies. Jenks 

shared his life long passion for caring for 

the soil and explained how he designs 

gardens that reduce the use of water, 

chemicals, and pollution. Jenks took us 

on a tour of the farm including his 

mother Gloria’s garden which has been 

featured in Life magazine and the other 

buildings that are a part of his work. 

Under the canopy of Jenks trees, we were 

provided with a delicious picnic 

lunch including tea made from 

crinum leaves. Reading from his 

latest memoir manuscript, Jenks 

entertained us with one of his 

farm stories to the delight of the 

club members. After lunch, we 

capped off our trip with a historic 

tour of the home at Red Cliff 

Plantation State Park. 

 

Red Cliff Plantation 
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District News 

Lee Gardeners Carolina Fence Garden in Lynchburg, SC 

Submitted by Jennifer McCutchen 

In October two members of Lee Gardeners who are master gardeners as 

well as artists presented a program to Kershaw County Master Gardeners 

on cucurbits - watermelon, pumpkin, winter squash such as acorn and 

butternut, cucumbers and 

gourds.  The produce 

purchased from the Lee 

County Farmers Market was 

given away as door prizes.  In 

addition, one member, who 

belongs to the South Carolina 

Gourd Society displayed her 

artwork made from gourds.  

Their efforts were rewarded 

with a check to Lee 

Gardeners to continue improvements to 

the Carolina Fence, which irrigated 

garden is displayed as a project of the 

S.C, Garden Club at the main crossroads 

in Lynchburg, S.C. 

The Florence Council of Garden 

Clubs 

The Florence Council of Garden Clubs 

will again decorate the Francis Marion 

University’s President’s House for 

Christmas. Each club is assigned a room 

and after decorating they are served a 

delicious lunch and have their council 

meeting.   

The Sumter Council of Garden Clubs 

The Sumter Council of Garden Clubs 

entered beautiful designs at the Sumter 

County Fair in September. 

East Sandhills District (Continued) 
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District News 
West Low Country District 
District Director: Anna Sheets 
Co-Director: Nancy Karl 

Blackville Garden Club Celebrates 80th Anniversary 
Submitted by Libby Still 

The Blackville Garden Club was founded and federated in 1938, making 

2018 the 80th year for this group. In celebration, a special event was held on 

Tuesday, November 13th, at the 

historic home of Gail and Louis 

O’Gorman. The program highlights 

included: welcome and remarks by 

President Libby Still, special thanks 

and comments from Mayor Mike 

Beasley, the presentation of a 

certificate from the National Garden 

Club by State President Donna 

Donnelly, musical selections, and 

many memories shared by guests 

and club members. The circa 1875 

three story house was a lovely 

setting for this gathering, and guests 

enjoyed a brief history of the home by 

hostess Gail O’Gorman. Members 

provided a bounty of finger foods, 

herbal tea and hot cider. Natural 

arrangements by club vice president 

Lil Stoltzfus added an autumnal 

glow throughout the house. Though 

proud of the club’s longevity, 

members are not willing to rest on 

their laurels. The club’s most recent 

project was the completion of the landscape at the Blackville Heritage 

Museum. Members are looking forward to their Joyful Angels project, which 

involves making angels from natural plant materials for display on Main 

Street in Blackville during the holidays. A small club with twelve current 

members, these ladies continue to make a positive impact on the 

community.  

V.P. Lil Stoltzfus, former President 

Hazel Cook, Mayor Mike Beasley, 

President Libby Still, Former President 

Myrtle Quattlebaum. 



The South Carolina Gardener | Winter 2018|  29 

 

 

District News 
West Low Country District (Continued) 

Country Gardeners Garden Club, Aiken Celebrates 65th Anniversary 
Submitted by Anna Sheets 

The The Country Gardeners Club of Aiken, recently celebrated their 65th 

Anniversary at the home of member Kathy Wise. Those attending were (left 

to right) Pam McCollum, Jeanette Isaacson, Bobbie Ann Roberts, Cynthia 

Barrett, Barbara Edwards, Jean Patz, Kathy Wise, Rose Wilson, Dorothy 

Riffe, Helen Kelly, Marilyn Brown, Sandra McIntyre, Kathy Cook. 

Garden Makers Garden Club 
Submitted by Bettye Ralon 

. The mission was to give the ladies of 

Left to right: Nancy Karl,  

CoDirector of West Low Country 
District, Barbara Edwards and 

Jean Patz, co-Presidents of 
Country  Gardeners and Anna 

Sheets, Director of the West Low 
Country District. 

Brian Richardson and  

Steve New 
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My Father’s House an opportunity to grow fresh vegetables with the least 

amount of  water and care.  Chairman Brian Richardson, teaching the class of 

keyhole gardens. Helper, Steve New, both members of Garden Makers. 

North Augusta Council of Garden Clubs - Outdoor Troublemakers: 
Giant Hogweed Joins Poison Ivy, Oak, and Sumac as #1 Garden Thugs 
By Karen Oliver, Writer for the North Augusta Council of Garden Clubs 

Poison ivy, oak, and sumac are native to North America and pretty well known 
for the itchy rashes that they cause.  Belonging to the Anacardiaceae family, 
these plants contain an oily substance called urushiol which causes a rash.  
Urushiol is found in the leaves, stems, flowers, and roots.  It remains active 
even after the plant has died, and after you have disposed of it.  The oil binds to 
your skin, garden tools, even pet hair.  It will continue to contaminate tool 
surfaces for over a year.  (I have noticed tingling in my hands after petting my 
dog at times, which is a warning that his fur has been contaminated.). About 
85% of people will react to poison ivy, and most develop increasing sensitivity 
with repetitive exposure.  Burning brush that contains any of these plants is very 
dangerous because the airborne particles of urushiol can be inhaled and 
seriously irritate the lungs.   
 The best defense is to recognize the nasty culprits and eradicate them 
from your landscape by careful physical removal and use of herbicides.  Poison 
ivy typically has clusters of 3 leaves.  It can grow as a hairy ropelike vine or a 
low shrub.  Poison oak grows as a vine or shrub and also has clusters of 3 
leaflets, which may resemble oak leaves.  Poison sumac grows as a shrub or 
small tree in the southeast, and has 7-13 reddish leaves arranged in pairs.  Giant 
hogweed was recently discovered in Virginia and is highly invasive, and can 
grow up to 2 1/2 feet wide and 14 feet tall.  It is considered highly dangerous 
and any contact with the sap can cause third degree burns or even blindness.  
Using a weedeater is very dangerous because the sap will spatter everywhere.  
The sap contains elements which can cause cancer and birth defects.  County 

District News 
West Low Country District (Continued) 

Final Construction. Getting soil ready to plant 

vegetables. 

Libby Bland Aiken Garden Council President 

and Bettye Ralon, Vice President, admire the 

finished gardens. 
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officials in Virginia state that “Giant hogweed makes poison ivy look like a 
walk in the park.”  More commonly found in the northeast and pacific 
northwest, it has now been sited in North Carolina, and is moving south.  
Related to the carrot family, the plant has umbrella shaped white flower 
clusters, similar to yarrow or Queen Anne’s Lace, but is much larger.   

 The signs and symptoms of an allergic reaction will typically show 

up within 12-72 hours after the initial contact.  Redness, swelling and 

itching of the skin with an outbreak of small or large blisters. The fluid from 

the blisters does not contain urushiol and will not make the rash spread, 

however, scratching can cause an infection and should be avoided.  Lesions 

may continue to develop, and this is usually due to continued exposure to 

the oily resin.   Immediate treatment for exposure to any of the above toxic 

plants is to flush the affected area with lots of warm water.  Then follow 

with a soap and cold water thorough cleansing.  Remove all clothing that 

may have been contaminated.  Self 

care is usually adequate but if severe 

symptoms develop or difficulty 

swallowing or breathing, immediate 

medical care is required.  Typical home care will include cool compresses to 

the skin; topical treatments like Calamine lotion, oatmeal baths, Technu; 

oral antihistamines like Benadryl or Zyrtec; antibiotics if the rash becomes 

infected.  Medical care will be required if the rash involves the face, 

genitals, or any signs of infection.   

 The old saying “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure” 

really holds true here.  Learn to recognize these plants; wear protective 

clothing; apply protective barrier creams (like Ivyblock); thoroughly wash 

clothing and other objects that touched the plants; bathe your pet wearing 

protective gloves if needed.   

 Be careful and enjoy the outdoors!  Teach your children what these 

plants look like.  For any comments, email koliver3@bellsouth.net.    

 

District News 
West Low Country District (Continued) 

Poison Ivy 

Giant Hogweed 

mailto:koliver3@bellsouth.net
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Sea Island Garden Club - Tovey Memorial Garden 
Barbara Hathaway, President  

One of the premier projects of the Sea Island Garden Club is the 

beautification and maintenance of the Veronica Tovey Memorial Garden at 

Friends of Caroline Hospice, in Port Royal, SC.  Each month teams of three 

members plant annuals and perennials, weed, prune, lay memorial bricks 

and maintain the fountain in the center.  

In preparation for a Hospice Staff and Volunteer Social and Cookout Event, 

we spread 20 bags of pea gravel on the garden path and 18 bags of mulch in 

the beds.  In addition, we planted mums and prepared the garden for the 

many visitors who seek solace. The garden is a peaceful spot for families 

and friends of those who have been served by Caroline Hospice to come, 

meditate and pray.  

District News 
West Low Country District (Continued) 
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District News 
West Piedmont District 
District Director: Marguerite P. Warren 
Co-Director: Dee LeMay 

Anderson Garden Club Practices the Art of Kokedama  
By Beth Batson 

The ladies of the Anderson Garden 

Club in Anderson, SC were treated 

to a hands-on workshop in the art 

of Kokedama by members Diane 

Hollingsworth and Joy Tillirson. 

Kokedama refers to a Japanese-

inspired string garden which 

literally translated means “moss 

ball.” 

These floating gardens are the 

ultimate houseplant, requiring no 

container and little water. Perfect 

for small spaces, they brighten any 

corner or table scape. 

Each participant was guided 

through the process of making her 

own Kokedama. The creation 

begins with mixing bonsai soil and 

peat moss together in a 2:1 ratio 

and slowly stirring in water until 

the soil is damp. The soil is 

kneaded into a ball and then 

broken in half. The soil from a 

small plant such as a fern or an 

herb is shaken off of the roots and 

placed inside the two halves, then 

fashioned into a ball or pear shape. 

Sheet moss is used to cover the 

entire ball, which is then wrapped 

in twine. As a final step, more 

Ladies of the Anderson Garden Club at 

work on their Kokedama project  

Session leader Diane Hollingsworth and 

club president KD Mohssemi admire 

finished Kokedamas. 
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West Piedmont District (Continued) 

District News 

twine is added to create a hanging Kokedama. 

“This was a fun and educational program,” said KD Mohssemi, club 

president. “We got our hands dirty, learned something new and had a 

beautiful new style of houseplant to take home. Anecdotally, I can tell you 

that it was one of our most talked about activities. Families and friends are 

still commenting on the delightful new Kokedamas in homes all around 

Anderson.” 

Though the results appear charming with intricate detailing, the art of 

Kokedama is a simple practice which can be mastered by even the most 

novice gardener. For more information, look to Google and inspire a 

statewide Kokedama trend.    

Greenwood Garden Council Woman of the Year 
Submitted by Charlotte Cabri 

 When it comes to flowers, Vivian Kelley delivers. She delivers 

birthday bouquets and cards each month to residents at Wesley Commons 

and at National Health Care. She 

brings with her a smile and a gift for 

conversing with residents.  

As a charter member of Four Seasons 

Garden Club, her outreach efforts 

along with her leadership roles in her 

club and in the Greenwod Council of 

Garden Clubs earned for her the 

council’s 2018 Woman of the Year 

Award. 

With 44 years of gardening service to 

her club, Vivian has held numerous 

leadership roles. She has been her 

club’s chaplain, president, vice 

president and treasurer. In addition, 

she has been the Greenwood council’s 

chaplain, vice president and president. 

She served a second term as vice 

president when her leadership skills 

were needed to develop council 

initiatives. 

In its nomination, Chrysanthemum 

Garden Club noted that Vivian is 

always willing to help where needed 

whether it is serving as a hostess for 

the Festival of Flowers Garden Tours, 

Vivian Kelley, Greenwood Council of 

Garden Club’s 2018 Woman of the Year, 

Arden Cabri, a student in Mud Pies’ class 

for four-year-olds. Children in the class 

painted containers for Vivian’s outreach 

project. 
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West Piedmont District (Continued) 

District News 

digging in the City Garden or working with the West Piedmont Council. 

Vivian has welcomed friends and family into her flower delivery initiative. 

For safety reasons, flowers must be delivered in plastic vases, so Vivian 

recycles her husband’s diet Snapple bottles. Her friend Charlotte Barmore 

of Holly Garden Club provides Arizona Green Tea containers.  Youngsters in 

the class for four-year-olds at Main Street Methodist Church’s Mud Pies pre

-school have painted plastic containers for Vivian’s bouquets, and in the 

process they learned a valuable lesson about service. Vivian’s 

granddaughters have assisted with deliveries,  

Vivian credits the late Margery Lightsey with recruiting her for the flower 

delivery project. When Margery, a Holly Garden Club member, became a 

resident at Wesley Commons, Vivian continued their garden therapy effort, 

and other gardening friends have provided flowers and cards for the 

birthday project. 

JoAnn Purkerson, president of Chrysanthemum Garden Club, which 

nominated Vivian for Woman of the Year, said, “When it comes to sharing 

the joys of gardening and giving, Vivian Kelley’s enthusiasm knows no 

boundaries.”  

 

 

Shamrock Garden Club 

Submitted by Barbara Warren 

 

After lunching at The Village Grill, 

the Shamrock Garden Club of Iva, 

S.C., toured the Stark Mansion in 

Abbeville, S.C., on Saturday, 

September 1, 2018.   Members 

present were Alice Bell, Dale 

Bowen, Frances Bostic, secretary, 

Sue Butler, treasurer, Virginia 

Gruwell, Debbie Craft, Julie 

Hanks, Pam Kierce, Margie 

Martin, Debbie McCullough, 

Brenda Quarles, Shirley Swygert, 

and Barbara Warren, vice-

president.   
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West Piedmont District (Continued) 

District News 

Hillcrest Garden Club Celebrates 70th Anniversary 
Submitted by Carolyn Mosely 

In 1947 a small group of women on Hillcrest Avenue in Greenville, South 

Carolina formed a new garden club of friends. The club was federated in 

1948. Daughters of some of the original members later became members 

and are still going strong. Hillcrest Garden Club recently celebrated their 

70th anniversary with fanfare! Council members were invited as special 

guests. What a festive occasion with a special cake and brunch and women 

in hats. One member is 99 years young and still attends our meetings when 

she is able. A lovely certificate to commemorate the event arrive from our 

National Garden Club President. 

McCormick Garden Club - Dorn House at Christmas Tour 

Submitted by: Mary Anne Linsenmayer, Historian and Publicity 

Chairman 

A  highlight of the town of McCormick’s Holidays on Main Festival was the 

tour of the rarely open to the public, historic, 100+ year old Dorn House 

decorated for the Christmas season by the members of the McCormick 

Garden Club. Built in 1917 by Joseph Jennings Dorn and his wife Nora, the 

two story brick Colonial Revival style Dorn House located in downtown 

McCormick has been listed on the National Historical Register since 1985 and is 

furnished with French Huguenot 1800’s period pieces. The staircase, over 
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West Piedmont District (Continued) 

District News 

five feet tall cherry wainscoting in the dining room, dentil molding, plaster, 

woodwork, and marble & tile fireplaces from the original house have been 

preserved in this historic gem. 

The Dorn House, owned by the Town of McCormick and unoccupied for a 

number of years, presented quite a challenge to the members as a 

considerable ‘clean-up’ was needed before decorating could begin! But what 

a stunning display resulted as history was brought to life with 

ornamentations upstairs and downstairs and all around the house. Festive 

wreaths, fanciful bows with spools of ribbons, unique nativities, Christmas 

trees in every room, mantels draped with garlands, and chandeliers decked 

out with ornaments and greenery made the vintage treasures of the house 

shine even brighter The Dorn House at Christmas Tour was a great success 

beginning with a “Preview Peek at Dorn” event the evening of December 6th 

before the tours on December 7th and 8th. This ticketed event featured a 

guided tour of the home with music and hors d’ouerves. 
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West Piedmont District (Continued) 

District News 

Pickens Garden Club - Camp Wildwood 

Submitted by Susan Ralston 

The Pickens Garden Club is proud to have sponsored Cole Rogers at Camp 

Wildwood for the past three years. Cole became an active member of the 

Holly Springs Elementary Garden Club in 2008 when he was in second 

grade. This first exposure planted the seed for his lifelong interest in all 

things outdoors. A family friend, Greg Lucas recommended and encouraged 

Cole to attend Camp Wildwood. Greg has first hand knowledge as a DNR 

Official and active participant with Camp Wildwood as a conservation 

educator in the program.  With this encouragement and recommendation, 

the Pickens Garden Club was thrilled to sponsor Cole for the camp.  Cole 

has attended the Camp all three summers he was eligible. Now Cole is a 

high school senior so this was his last summer as a camper however he is 

eagerly in hopes of selection to become a Counselor at Camp Wildwood. If 

selected, Cole tells us he plans to stay active at Camp Wildwood for the 

foreseeable future.  

Each year, the Garden Clubs of South Carolina are challenged to find the 

brightest conservation-minded students to attend Camp Wildwood. This 

high energy, hands on, outdoor environmental camp provides a limited 

number of high school students a unique opportunity to experience the 

many aspects of their natural environment while acquiring the knowledge 

and appreciation needed for the protection and wise use of our natural 

resources. In addition, campers gain self-reliance, discipline and valuable 

leadership skills in a challenging but supportive atmosphere.  

The Garden Clubs of South Carolina, together with the SC Department of 

Natural Resources, The SC Wildlife Federation and the Harry Hampton 

Memorial Fund the Garden Clubs of South Carolina ensure the success of 

Camp Wildwood. 



The South Carolina Gardener | Winter 2018|  39 

 

 

District News 
West Sandhills 
District Director: Jan Burch 
Co-Director: Kay Williams 

Garden Club of Greater Columbia Life Members 
Submitted by Gloria Douglass, Publicity Chairmen 

The Garden Club Council of Greater Columbia 

recognized Honorary Life Membership members with 

a special pin designed by council president, Beverly 

Tippens. These members had been previously 

honored by family, friends or their garden clubs by 

donating $100 to the council’s operational fund.  The 

pins were presented to these special members at 

council’s annual awards luncheon on May 21, 

2018.  Funds to purchase the pens were raised 

through donations and special raffles.  

Officers pictured below right,  Left to right: Beverly Tippens, President, 

Jean Arrants, First Vice President, Joy Salter, Treasurer, Karen Galloway, 

Recording Secretary, Nancy McCarter, Corresponding Secretary. 

Gardening Girls Study Club 
Submitted by Peggy Little 

The Gardening Girls Study Club 

met at Old McCaskill’s Farm in 

Rembert, SC, to make bird feeders 

out of small pumpkins.  Katherine 

Doty led the members in the proper 

steps to make the pumpkin bird 

feeder. Pumpkin seeds were used to 

make the “ruffle” around the top.  

Twigs were inserted on both sides 

for the “bird landings.” 
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Gardening Girls Study Club (Continued) 

Iris Garden Club 80th Anniversary 
Submitted by Jean Arrants 

Iris Garden Club of Columbia celebrated its 80th anniversary on Oct 10th. 

Highlighted were some more recent events as participating in thr 

renovation of 

Memorial Garden 

and Maxcy Gregg 

Park; planting 

shrubs snd trees 

a t  H i s t o r i c 

C o l u m b i a 

properties, Fire 

Station Museum, 

Female Veterans 

Home,, Council 

grounds, and city 

p a r k s ; 

c o n t r i b u t i n g 

flower designs 

and horticulture 

to the State Fair and local flower shows snd supporting the community with 

donations to Dorn VA Medical Center, Red Cross, Harvest Hope Food Bank, 

Tucker Center and nursing homes. 

District News 
West Sandhills (Continued) 
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SAR/NGC 
South Atlantic Regional Convention 2019 

March 28-30, 2019 Williamsburg, VA 
“The Beauty of Nature: Protect, Preserve, Enjoy” 

DoubleTree by Hilton 

50 Kingsmill Road 

Williamsburg, Virginia 23185 

• The room rate is $119.00/standard, $139/suite per night plus tax and 

$2.00 Resort fee.  Call (800)-222--

8733 and refer to group name: 

South Atlantic Region Associations 

2019 or Group Code: SAG.  

• Friday, March 29th  luncheon will 

feature “Dueling Designers” David 

Pippin and Al Brockwell.  

• To Register and for additional 

information contact Claudia 

Cosby, chcosby@verison.net 

• From the GCSC website: scroll to 

the bottom and under Stay Connected click SAR then under Events 

Click Convention 

National Garden Clubs 90th Annual Convention  

April 29 - May 2, 2019  
Beau Rivage Hotel & Casino 

875 Beach Blvd 

Biloxi, MS  39530 

• Daily Room Rate is $145.00 plus 

taxes and $10.00 resort fee 

• Hotel Reservations: (888) 567-6667 

or online at https://

book.passkey.com/e/14287742 

• From the GCSC website: scroll to 

the bottom and under Stay Connected click NGC, Then About Us. 

• The Registration Form is online: http://www.gardenclub.org/about-

us/convention-2019-registration.aspx 
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 Holiday Greetings to my fellow  gardeners! 

Twenty eighteen seems to have flown by and was filled with events.  

How blessed we are as friends connected by membership in GCSC! Our 

organization not only allows us to work together but to rejoice together as 

we celebrate activities across the state. If you don’t feel this special 

connection, I pray that you will allow yourself the opportunity to participate 

in more of your club’s activities and get to know your fellow members even 

better.  You are a part of a very special group—local, district, and statewide.  

This time of year allows us to not only look back over our 

accomplishments as we submitted award applications representing our hard 

work, but it is the time of year to look forward to the remainder of Donna’s 

term of office.  Her dedication and leadership are evident and her projects 

kept us busy.  Involvement with others and nature truly bring us closer to 

God and his creation--our world.  Thanks be to God as we celebrate Advent 

2018 for the hope, joy, peace and love he brings through the birth of Jesus, 

the Christ.  

Pause briefly at the closing of 2018 and say a great big thank you to 

God for your blessings.  All has not been excitement and happiness but how 

great it is to know that we have not only a God who loves us, but GCSC 

friends who love us dearly.  Hold those friendships as your special gift this 

holiday season! 

With love and blessings,  

Mary B. Rivers,    

Mary B. Rivers 

GCSC Chaplain 

 

Dear Lord,    

Thank you for the change of seasons.  
May they remind us that as we move 
through the seasons of our individual 
lives, we too are changing.  Help us 
to accept these changes and continue 
to serve as we are able.   

    
    Amen 

Chaplain’s Message 
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Bird Watcher’s Digest  has compiled 

a list of  ten hotspots in South 

Carolina noted for exceptional bird 

watching: 

1. Cape Romain National Wildlife 

Refuge North Awendaw, SC. 843-

928-3803  

2. Savannah National Wildlife 

Refuge Savannah, GA.  912-652-

4415  

3. Bear Island Wildlife Management 

Area Green Point SC.  843-844-

8957  

4. Huntington Beach State Park 

Murrell’s Inlet, SC.  843-237-4440  

5. Santee National Wildlife Refuge 

Summerton, SC.  803-478-2217  

6. Congaree National Park Hopkins, 

SC. 803-776-4396.  

7. Carolina Sandhills National 

Wildlife Refuge  McBee, SC.  843-

335-8401  

8. Lansford Canal State Park 

Catawba, SC 803-789-5800  

9. Walhalla State Fish Hatchery 

Walhalla, SC 864-638-2866  

10. Caesars Head State Park, 

Cleveland SC 864-836-6115  

This list excerpted from the Bird 

Report for September 2018 by Karen 

Oliver, Birds Chairman,  

The South Carolina Gardener is the 

official  publication of the Garden 

Club of South Carolina, Inc., 

published quarterly and funded in 

part by Membership dues.  The 

South Carolina Gardener has made 

every effort to insure listings and 

information are accurate and 

assumes no liability for errors or 

omissions. 

For advertising information and  

editorial inquiries email: 

scgardenereditor@gmail.com 

©2018.  All rights reserved.  No 

portion of this magazine may be 

reprinted without the express, 

written consent of the publisher. 

Bird Haitats 

Photos should be a high resolution 

and sent as a separate jpg, tiff or 

related file 
~~~~~~~~ 

The Editor reserves the right to edit 

any article due to space constraints, 

duplication, clarity and accuracy. 

Spring  2019             February 15 

Summer 2019          May 15 

Fall 2019          July 15 

Winter 2019          October 15 

The South Carolina 

GARDENER 

Printed by: Midlands Printing Inc. Camden SC 

Send materials for publication to the 

editor: 

scgardenereditor@gmail.com 

Submission Deadlines: 
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