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Dear Garden Club Members, 

Happy 2020! This will be a year of tremendous 

cultivation, collaboration and celebration.  As 

you kick off your garden club new year with 

great programs and events, I hope you will take a few precious 

moments of pause to appreciate the bounty that gardening and garden 

club has given you.  

We are an extremely diverse collection of people but at our core, 

we are all the same. We are all shamelessly in love with growing and 

nurturing beautiful landscapes, delicious food, gorgeous flowers, and 

award-winning houseplants.   

Gardening is our way of feeling connected to something bigger 

than ourselves. Most of us delight in the glory of surprise when the 

hummingbird first stops at our winter feeders. We leap for joy at the 

monarchs that overwinter on our straggly milkweed.   

Gardening is our way of showing love. We proudly share creative 

recipes that incorporate hand picked herb and bring fresh cut flowers 

from our own yards to brighten someone’s day.   

Gardening is our way of investing in our communities. We plant 

trees, beautify streetscapes, nurture greenspace, protect pollinators. It 

is our lifelong journey of exploration and enrichment, of cultivated 

relationships with nature, our friends and families, and the world.  

Our garden club federation is like the family tree of gardeners, 

bringing us together to cultivate relationships on a larger scale so 

that, together, we may have greater impact.   

May 2020 reward you with all of these bounties. May we all have 

the opportunity to grow and nurture together, to cultivate deeper 

relationships, to delight in each other’s achievements and to celebrate 

our collective impact on South Carolina as we GardenFORLife!  

 

Happy Gardening!  

Trish 

President’s Message 
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President’s Projects 

We are pleased to announce the following Hundred Heros.  These people 

believe in the GardenFORLife philosophy and acknowledge the Hero who 

introduced them to gardening. 

Hundred Heroes Campaign 
 Honoring Gardeners that inspire us to     
  GardenFORLife  

Denie Crowder, Chairperson 

Fall Nominees 
Sarah Bachman 

Bill Bardsley 

Russell Bender 

Trish Bender 

Fannie Miller Gardener 

Beatrice Gormley 

George Hyams 

Betty Jackson 

Carolyn King 

Sammie Martin 

Barbara McCormick 

China McSwain Powell 

Kristi Reagor 

Emmagene Rhodes 

Terry Ritchen 

Laura Lee Rose 

Beth Smoak 

Betsy Steele 

Emily Stephens 

Sara Stone 

Mary Eva Wartenberg 

Jerry Weise 

 

 

 

Winter Nominees 
Betty Black 

Mary Settle Reeves 

Pearl Fryer 

Judy Harrison 

Brenda Miller 

Tara Daly Ranson 

Katherine Beeson 

All SC GardenersFORLife 

Laura Jane Jones Banks 

Erline Wiles 

Barbara Scott 

Hattie Lucas Foster 

Fall Sponsors 
Sherri Bardsley 

Trish Bender 

Margaret Blackmer 

Linda Bowden 

Jan Burch 

Sandra Educate 

Bender Family 

Camelia Garden Club 

Betty Jackson 

Yvonne Jordan 

Carolyn King 

Mary Ann Kirby 

Sue Lawley 

Nancy Newman Limata 

Rue Lucas 

Goldie Meek 

Joyce Moore 

Karen Oliver 

Mary Reeves 

Cynthia Richardson 

Betsy Steele 

Chris Tertzagian 

Kay Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Sponsors 
Emmagene Rhodes 

Susan B. Berry 

Bishopville Garden Club 

Heritage Garden Club 

Katherine Doty 

Gina Ginther 

Azalea Unit Garden Club 

Doug and Cindy Tallamy 

Shirley LaGarde 

Becky Fairey 

Nancy McCormick 

Rosa B. Bright 

Heros 

Sponsors 

http://www.gardenclubofsc.org/hundred-heroes-campaign/  

http://www.gardenclubofsc.org/hundred-heroes-campaign/
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Chairman’s Report   
Camp Wildwood 
Susan Hite, Chairman 

    GCSC’s “Extraordinary Gift” to Camp Wildwood  

When the Garden Club of South Carolina presented Camp Wildwood with 

a Honda Pioneer side by side vehicle in October, camp coordinator Dan 

DuPre was at a loss for words.   

DuPre has been a fixture at Wildwood since 1989, when he arrived as a 

first-year camper.  In the 31 years since, he has progressed from camper to 

counselor, staff, and eventually its top leadership position.  Working on camp 

year-round, the gregarious 

DuPre has an encyclopedic 

knowledge of Wildwood’s 

history and traditions.  He 

knows garden club 

members across the state, 

past and present campers 

and staff.  He also knows 

Wildwood’s  greatest 

needs.   

That’s why DuPre was 

momentarily speechless.  

Most of Camp Wildwood’s 

terrain is inaccessible by 

car.  Thus, for years 

Wildwood’s most pressing 

need has been a means of 

reaching the more remote 

areas quickly.  With its 

triple-seat front bench and 

cargo bed behind, the Pioneer side by side can fulfill any mission.   It is, says 

DuPre, by far the single largest donation in Camp Wildwood’s history. 

With the addition of the Honda, Camp Wildwood will be able to 

incorporate more territory into its classes and activities.  Water can be 

hauled by vehicle to remote areas, which means groups will no longer be 

limited by how far they can carry 5-gallon water coolers. GCSC’s gift will also 

increase camp safety and health by providing rapid access to all areas and to 

nursing staff in case of emergency.   

The Honda Pioneer is an “extraordinary gift that will benefit every first-, 

second-, and third-year camper.” remarks a grateful DuPre.  It is also a 

tangible reminder of the Garden Club of South Carolina’s dedication to 

introducing our state’s youth to the wonders of the natural world as we work 

together to conserve and protect our natural resources.   
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Chairman’s Report   
Litter Control and Recycling 
Carl Claytor, Chairman, email: cc2492@sccoast.net  

My goal is to provide some information that will create interest in ways we, 

as individuals, can have a positive impact on the way we dispose of items that 

heretofore have been considered trash that goes into the landfill.  We need to 

look for ways to recycle some of those same items and cut down on over-

burdening our landfills. 

We need only look at our roadways and communities to see that much can 

be done to reduce the amount of litter that is strewn around.  Litter is 

nothing but out and out pollution.  Most roadside litter is attributed to 

motorists, but pedestrians and improperly covered loads contribute their 

share. 

Studies performed by Keep America Beautiful indicate that individuals 

are the key source of litter.  The observational results found that 81% of 

observed littering acts were intentional. 

Recent estimates project a total of 1.4 billion beverage containers are on 

our nation’s highways or about 3% of all litter.  Most of those containers are 

beer and soft drinks, with an increasing number of water and sports drinks.  

SC Litter Laws - The SC General Assembly Act 214 of 2018, amended 

section 16-11-700 of the state litter laws.  Act 214 makes the penalties fit the 

crime by classifying violations into distinct categories and providing for a 

definition of litter. 

The following are decomposition times of commonly littered items: 

cigarette butt – 5 years; plastic bag – 20 years; tin can – 50 years; aluminum 

can – 200 years; plastic bottle – 450 years; and glass bottle – 1 million years. 

Recycling is the process of collecting and processing materials that would 

otherwise be thrown away as trash and turning them into new products. 

The top 10 reasons to recycle more in SC.  Recycling means business, 

creates jobs, makes a huge economic impact, conserves natural resources, 

saves energy, reduces waste, reduces litter, reduces the need for more 

landfills, turns waste into raw material and is easy. 

Palmetto Pride of Columbia has furnished information on many programs 

that they have available which will go toward a cleaner and healthier 

environment in SC.  They will provide handouts that will be made available 

at programs presented to SC garden clubs.  (website: www.palmettopride.org) 
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Chairman’s Report   
Membership 
Sandie Duerksen, Chairman 

YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW 

MEMBERSHIP is the foundation for a strong organization. Without 

continued growth, groups disappear.. 

Last term of office your GCSC MEMBERSHIP sponsored a New Member 

contest…..a goal of that contest was to see if our new total could not only 

replace the lost members from the past year, but to surpass that loss. You did 

it….you beat that loss number of 68 and brought into our fold 192 new faces. 

At our state convention in Beaufort the announcements were made, prizes 

awarded, and general fun took place.  As the chairman I not only was excited 

to see this work, but your message to me was that our clubs  were alive, they  

wanted to improve their status, and they liked to compete!!! They were 

strong. 

Today I am here to talk about what we as your Membership can offer 

your clubs to not only grow in specific numbers, but to grow in the 

satisfaction of belonging…in other words…..how we can serve  with some 

creative ways to keep our membership interested, happy, and smiling… 

GCSC is made of a  diverse group of gardeners. We arrange flowers, grow 

vegetables, build gardens at schools, decorate our towns and villages in 

holiday greens, write cookbooks, plant seeds for Earth Day to name just a 

few. We are a talented lot. Sharing those talents with each other can help  

make a super fantastic garden club! 

Offering good programs, that are varied is a good thing to remember. 

Mixing it up…..with speakers, projects, field trips, community service 

projects all can keep the members interested. Trying new ideas…..always 

doesn’t hit a home run, but if we don’t try  how do we know. So offer a 

member/guest day….call on the talent within your club, the district, and the 

current state officers as well as the past. . We are here to tie this statewide 

membership together. 

Every year the district directors receive a copy of each club’s yearbooks. 

Each of those yearbooks lists the programs they have scheduled for the year. 

These books are a gold mine of good information that can be shared to benefit 

all clubs. Our President’s reports list the “best club program of the 

year”…..this is good stuff.….the district directors can help spread the 

news…… 

Our membership is the string that holds us together. Let’s make use of 

our talents!  

Yesterday we increased our numbers; Today we can offer help to each of 

our clubs; and Tomorrow we will be a stronger statewide organization. Thank 

you for listening. 
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Chairman’s Report   
National Garden  Week 
Carolyn Tolson, Chairman 

NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK 

                  JUNE   1-6, 2020 

           THEME - GardenFORLife   

National Garden Week is June 1-6. 

I hope your club is planning something 

exciting! This is a week across South 

Carolina—and the United States when 

we are spotlighting gardening; there 

are so many benefits in gardening. Be 

innovative - program possibilities are 

endless. Think about partnering with 

other gardening groups to sponsor 

community activities which focus on 

GardeningFORLife. Ask your Mayor to 

issue a Proclamation proclaiming 

National  Garden Week.  Plan a garden 

tour or visit areas of interest across 

beautiful South Carolina to study 

plants and landscapes. Organize a Youth Garden Club. Plan a fun club Hat 

Luncheon where members wear hats they designed with pretty flowers and 

plant materials.  Have a judge or simply have members choose who is ’Best in 

Show’.  This is Great Fun! 

It’s our 90th Anniversary! 

Save the Date and Celebrate! 

Preview Party - April 22, 2020 

GCSC 90th Anniversary State Meeting  

April 23, 2020  

Keynote Speaker: Ben Powell, Clemson University 

Kate Copsey: “90 Years of Cultivating Relationships” 

Riverbanks Botanical Gardens, Columbia SC 
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Featured Articles 
To Bee or Not to Bee 

Sandra Educate 

Well, of course it’s better to bee.  Let’s start with honey bees.  There’s a 

lot of conflicting information about whether or not honey bees are 

endangered.  The honey bee is actually an immigrant from Europe, Africa 

and Asia; not native to this country at all, so honey bees are not on our 

Endangered Species List. 

In fact, Colony Collapse, the condition which contributed to the demise of 

many colonies of honey bees, is on the wane, and the honey bee population is 

actually increasing!  True honey bees, Apis mellifera, are a single species and 

the only bee which produces honey and lives in hives.  It is heartening to note 

that more and more homes are welcoming honey bee hives to their yards.  

Back yards’ diversified plantings provide pollen and nectar all year long in 

the Lowcountry.  If you notice a beard shaped swarm in trees, notify your 

local Beekeepers Association.  If you don’t bother the bees, they are no danger 

to you, but many beekeepers are looking for swarms to populate new hives 

and they will come and safely remove them. 

Mason bees are known as gentle, hardworking bees, and are easy for the 

homeowner to attract and maintain.  Small mason bee houses are made from 

hollow tubes of bamboo, and as long as you can provide a muddy spot in your 

yard when the bees are active, they should be happy.  You need no protective 

clothing to watch these small creatures build their solitary nest in one of the 

tubes.  Put your mason house at least at eye level (best to bee-watch), in a 

warm spot that gets morning sun.  Don’t put your bee house near a bird 

feeder.  The birds will love it, but your bee population won’t.  

The importance of honey bees for producing honey and as pollinators 

can’t be denied, but they are 4 times less effective as pollinators than native 

wild bees.  Native bees are the most important pollinators to agriculture.   

Wild Honey Bee Swarm Mason BeeHouse 
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“Nothing Could be Finer Than to Be in Carolina” 
 

SAR Convention 
March 19 ~ 20, 2020 

Greenville, SC 

 

A great adventure awaits as we share the warmth and beauty of Greenville, a jewel of 
a city situated in the Foothills region of South Carolina. We’ll gather to honor our 
South Atlantic Regional Director and National Garden Club President as well as 
attend fun and educational garden club events. 

One of the highlights of the Convention will be a Tea and Garden Tour where we will 
honor our special guests Carolyn McCafferty, SAR Director, and Gay Austin, NGC 
President. The event will be held at the historic Kilgore-Lewis House which was built 
in the 1830’s and is headquarters for the Greenville Council of Garden Clubs. The 
lovely grounds surrounding the house include an accredited Arboretum and Garden 
habitat. There will also be an optional downtown garden tour featuring two additional 
gardens with a SC Master Gardener who will be your guide to narrate and answer 
questions. 

The convention will provide you the opportunity to attend many garden club events 
such as these must-see programs: 

“From the Mountains to the Seashore” program, highlighting South Carolina and 
presented by Members of Dimensions in Art, a SC Design Study Group. 

Special Presentation by Dr. Patrick McMillan, Director of the South Carolina 
Botanical Garden and recipient of the National Garden Club 2019 Award of 
Excellence. 

The Convention will be held at the Embassy Suites by Hilton Greenville Golf Resort 
& Conference Center, located at 670 Verdae Boulevard, Greenville, SC 20607 (864-
676-9090). We have a special room rate of $139+ tax which includes breakfast, 
evening drinks, hors d’oeuvres and free parking. This special block of rooms is 
limited, so please make your hotel reservations early. 

The online Booking Link: https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/es/reservation/book.htm?
inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=GSPESES&spec_plan=CESSAR&arrival=2020031
8&departure=20200321&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HIL
TONLINKDIRECT 

Or for phone reservations call 1-800-218-8712; our Group Name is SOUTH 
ATLANTIC REGION 2020.  

We look forward to seeing each of you as we welcome Spring to the upstate of South 
Carolina. 

https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/es/reservation/book.htm?inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=GSPESES&spec_plan=CESSAR&arrival=20200318&departure=20200321&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/es/reservation/book.htm?inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=GSPESES&spec_plan=CESSAR&arrival=20200318&departure=20200321&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/es/reservation/book.htm?inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=GSPESES&spec_plan=CESSAR&arrival=20200318&departure=20200321&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/es/reservation/book.htm?inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=GSPESES&spec_plan=CESSAR&arrival=20200318&departure=20200321&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
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 SOUTH ATLANTIC REGION CONVENTION  

March 19 – 20, 2020  

Fifty-Ninth Annual Convention  

“Nothing Could Be Finer Than to Be in Carolina”  

Embassy Suites, Greenville. SC  

Registration: Please complete form, make checks payable to “SAR 2020 Convention: and 
mail both to Margaret Graham, 1303 Golfview Drive, N. Myrtle Beach, SC 29582, email: 
jpgmcg69@gmail.com, phone: 843-280-9718. Postmark by February 14, 2020 for On-
time Registration.  
Last Name __________________ First ________________ Middle Initial __  

Address _______________________________________________________  

City ______________________________ State ____ Zip _______________ 

Phone ________________ Email Address ____________________________  

Please check ___if we may email your acknowledgment to the address above.  

Check ALL that apply:  

( ) NGC Officer ( ) SAR Director ( ) SAR Officer  

( ) NGC Chairman ( ) Former SAR Director ( ) SAR Chairman  

( ) NGC Life Member ( ) SAR Life Member ( ) State President  

( ) Club President ( ) Club Member ( ) Elected Delegate  

( ) Guest ( ) Spouse  

Please mark the plan you want to attend. Registration fee and meals included.  

Full Convention beginning Thursday morning ................................................. $225.00 

GCSC Member – Full Convention beginning Thursday morning .................... $205.00  

Thursday Night Dinner and Program .................................................................  $75.00 

Friday Awards Luncheon and Program .............................................................. $65.00 

Friday Night Banquet and Program .................................................................... $85.00 

Additional Late Registration fee if space available ............................................ $25.00 

Reception and tour at Kilgore Lewis House and  
        Downtown Greenville Gardens Tour ........... NC  

Exec. Board, Former Regional Directors, and Finance Committee  
        Thursday Luncheon ....................................$25.00  

Total Enclosed ............................................................................... $__________  

Please indicate special diet restrictions* ___________________________________  
*These may be for medical reasons only  

We will make every effort to accommodate your medical allergies, but will not be able to 
accommodate individual dislikes. Thank you for your cooperation. No requests for sub-
stitutions will be accommodated at the time of meal service.  

Meals: Full Convention includes one dinner, one lunch, and one banquet.  

Complimentary breakfast, coffee and tea are available in lobby for hotel guests.  

No Refunds After March 5, 2020  



12 | 

 Hotel Reservations – Deadline is February 17, 2020  

The Convention will be held at the Embassy Suites by Hilton Greenville Golf Resort & 
Conference Center, located at 670 Verdae Boulevard, Greenville, SC 20607 (864-676-
9090). We have a special room rate of $139+ tax which includes breakfast, evening 
drinks, hors d’oeuvres and free parking. This special block of rooms is limited, so please 
make your hotel reservations early.  

The online Booking Link:  

https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/es/reservation/book.htm?
inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=GSPESES&spec_plan=CESSAR&arrival=20200318&
departure=20200321&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONL
INKDIRECT  

Phone reservations: 800.218.8712; Group Name: SOUTH ATLANTIC REGION 2020.  

Driving Directions: Take I-85 to Greenville, SC exit 48B  

PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE  

"Nothing Could Be Finer Than to Be in Carolina"  

Thursday, March 19, 2020  

8:30 – 11:30 AM  Registration ........................................................ Lobby  

6:00 – 7:00   PM  Registration ........................................................  Lobby  

1:30 – 6:00   PM  Flower Room Open ...........................................   Congaree Room  

9:00 – 10:00 AM  Finance Committee Meeting ....................... Carolina Jr. Ballroom  

10:00 – 11:30 AM  Executive Committee Meeting .....................Carolina Jr. Ballroom  

12:00 – 1:00 PM  Luncheon – Former SAR Directors/ …….......... Congaree Room  
 Finance & Executive Committees  

1:30 – 4:30 pm  Tea Honoring the NGC President and …… Kilgore-Lewis House  
 SAR Regional Director.  
 Garden & Home Tour and  
 Downtown Greenville Gardens Tour  

7:00 – 10:00 PM  Dinner and Program ............................................... Palmetto Club  
 Speaker Neal Sanders "Gardening Will Kill You"  

Friday, March 20, 2020  

8:00 – 9:00 AM  Registration Open.................................................. Lobby  

10:00 – 11:00 AM  Registration Open……………………………...... Lobby  

6:00 – 7:00 PM  Registration Open.................................................. Lobby  

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM  Flower Room Open .............................................. Congaree Room  

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM  Vendors ............................................................... ..Lobby  

9:00 – 11:00 AM  Official Opening of Convention ................. Carolina Jr. Ballroom  

11:30 AM – 1:30 PM Awards Luncheon & Program .....................Carolina Jr. Ballroom  

 Designs by Dimensions in Art Study Club  

2:00 – 2:45 PM  Workshop Jim Borenstein, ..........................Carolina Jr. Ballroom  

 Owner South Pleasantburg Nursery  

 “Aquatic Plants for Water Gardens”  

3:00 – 3:45 PM  Workshop Bonnie Satterthwaite, ................ Carolina Jr. Ballroom  

 SE Territory Sales Manager, Espoma Company  

 “There Was No Miracle-Gro in the Garden of Eden”  

7:00 – 10:00 PM  Banquet & Program .......................... Carolina Jr. Ballroom  

 Keynote Speaker Dr. Patrick McMillan,  

 NGC 2019 Award of Excellence Winner  
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Exploring the Gardens of Coastal New England 

Featuring the Newport Flower Show! 

Thursday, June 18 – Tuesday, June 23, 2020 

Our escorted tour includes…. 

Admission to the Newport Flower Show 

Private tour of The Breakers, home of Cornelius Vanderbilt  

Private tour of Blithewold Gardens with Tea  

Newport Tour led by “Mrs. Astor”  

Private tour of the Blue Garden | Visit Green Animals Topiary Garden 

Private tour at Heritage Museum & Gardens, North America’s  

Hydrangea Test Garden  

Wine tasting at a Newport vineyard |Sail aboard a 19th c.-style Schooner       

Private tour at Sleeper McCann House, home to America’s 1st interior 

designer 

Visit Rocky Neck Art Colony, home to Winslow Homer & Childe Hassam  

 Private tour at Castle Hill, Crane Estate, an 1800s “gentleman’s farm”  

Visit Gloucester, America’s oldest seaport 

Guided Freedom Trail Tour of Boston 

5 nights First Class accommodations | 5 Breakfasts & 5 Dinners 

Fully escorted | Private motor coach  | Taxes, gratuities, bags included 

Land tour price based on 2 sharing a room $2099.00 each  Singles $2699  

Airfare is additional.  You may self book or call for assistance.  

Contact: Joyce Moore, Garden Tour Chair, 864.270.5033 

newportgardentour2020@gmail.com 
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District News 
Mark your Calendars  

and 
Make your plans to attend our Spring District Meetings! 

Workshops ~ Amazing keynote speakers ~ Local Vendors 

Meet the GCSC President, Trish Bender  

Coastal:    Thursday, Mar 12, 2020 

      McCleod-Loris Center for Health and Fitness 

 3207 Casey Street, Loris SC 29569 

  Contact:  David Stoudenmire, Chairperson 

      843-756-6280, 843-333-9642 

      codirectorcoastaldistrictgcsc@gmail.com 

East Low Country:  Wednesday, March 11 2020 

      Clark’s Inn and Restaurant 

      114 BradfordBlvd, Santee, SC 

  Contact:  Susan Shuler, Chairperson 

      803-496-7690  ~~ scsshuler@yahoo.com 

East Piedmont:   Tuesday, March 24, 2020 

      Van Wyck Presbyterian Church 

      5140 Old Hickory Rd, Lancaster, DSC 

  Contact:  Pat Clancy, Chairperson 
      803-286-0133 ~~ owlsgreat@yahoo.com 

East Sandhills:   Thursday, March 26, 2020 

      Darlington Country Club, Darlington, SC 

  Contact:  Linda Gremillion Beckham 
      843-615-8287  ~~  lindagremillion@gmail.com 

      Linda Howle 
      843-616-2561 ~~ howlelinda@yahoo.com 

West Low Country:  Tuesday, March 10, 2020 ~ 

      “Bee a Friend to Pollinators” 

      Open Arms Church 

      Hampton, SC 

  Contact:  Nancy Karl, District Director 
      803-649-7906 ~~  nancymkarl@yahoo.com 

West Piedmont:  Tuesday, March 24, 2020 

      Tucker’s Restaurant 

      Anderson, SC 

  Contact:  Joy Tillerson   
      864-304-9619 (c) ~~ 864-260-0019 (h)    

       mjtillir@bellsouth.net 

West Sandhills:  Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

  Contact:  Karen Galloway, karengalloway@gmail.com 
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District News 
Coastal  
District Director Pro-Tem: David Stoudenmire  

Spring District Meeting - Thank You! 

Submitted by Juanita Burnett 

 On March 14, 2019  the Spring Coastal District Meeting was held at Wild 

Wing Plantation Clubhouse in Conway, SC. The meeting was hosted by the 

four Garden Clubs of Conway, SC, Azalea, Camellia, Iris and Ivy.  These 

Clubs would like to extend a big thank you to the 179 District Members who 

attended and helped make this meeting such a success. This meeting 

featured a Hats Off   To Gardeners theme with centerpieces of hats decorated 

with flowers, ribbons, birds and greenery created by host garden club 

members. All attendees were given a gift of   a bird feeder made from a pine 

cone dipped in suet and rolled in bird seed, fruit and nuts. 

 Attendees were educated and entertained by 

Stephen Schabel, Director of Education for the 

Avian Conservation Center and Center For Birds 

of Prey in Awendaw, SC.  Mr. Schabel  let a South 

American Owl fly repeatedly through the room to 

the delight of the gardeners in attendance and 

displayed a Leucistic Red Tailed Hawk for 

viewing in the room.  All birds are rescues of the 

Avian Conservation Center. 

 Conway, SC Mayor, Barbara Blain-Bellamy, 

presented Keys to the City to GCSC  State 

President Donna Donnelly and Coastal District 

Director  Allyson Hirsh.  The four Conway Garden 

Clubs also presented each with decorative garden 

art consisting of hand-made birds. 

 Incoming GCSC State President, Trish Bender, expressed a desire to 

have a copy of the poem written by Carolyn Floyd and read by Sims Gasque, 

both of the Camellia Garden Club of Conway, SC for publication in The South 

Carolina Gardener. (See Following Page) 

Right South American Owl   

Above: Examples of ‘Hats Off’ Centerpieces. 

Stephen Schabel with 

Leucistic Red Tailed Hawk 
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District News 
Coastal (Continued) 
District Director Pro-Tem: David Stoudenmire  

Hats Off To Gardeners 
By Carolyn Floyd 

Camellia Garden Club of Conway SC 

Hats off to gardeners. They deserve our applause! 

They make arrangements that will surely drop your jaws! 

They spend lots of time planting flowers and seeds, 

Faithfully tilling the soil and pulling stubborn weeds. 

Sometimes Gardeners whistle or hum while they work 

And sometimes they have a list of chores not to shirk! 

I’ll tell you another thing some gardeners might do. 

They talk to their plants, like they do to you!! 

Many Gardeners wear a visor or a favorite hat. 

Wrinkles and blisters……they want none of that! 

Various tools they keep handy – gloves, shovels and rakes 

And tools, like a hoe, to remove critters and snakes! 

You all know a gardener who shares cuttings and plants 

And good, helpful advice to kill bugs and fire-ants! 

Yes, Gardeners deserve our applause and our praise, 

For the beauty they create in so many ways: 

 They keep manicured lawns, bright borders, containers and beds. And 

they grow masses of blooms! Well it just goes to your head!!!! 

So, Welcome all Gardeners. Good luck and good cheer. 

May you all be blessed with a Great Gardening Year! 

May you garden forever; may your failures be few, 

May you bask in the JOY your efforts bring to others and you! 

So GREETINGS HELLO WELCOME 

AND HATS OFF TO YOU!!!!! 
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District News 
Coastal (Continued) 
District Director Pro-Tem: David Stoudenmire  

Driftwood Garden Club - Never a Dull Moment! 

Submitted by Ginny Cooper 

With much to do, Driftwood Garden Club members have been working 

throughout the summer and early fall of 2019 on beautification, civic and 

junior garden club activities.  Club President Sharon Robinson shared her 

theme for the year “Stewards of Our Gardens” which ties back to GCSC 

President Bender’s GardenFORlife theme.   Club President Robinson worked 

with members over several months to reorganize 

special committees with the intent of better 

defining each committee’s projects and alignment 

with the Club’s objectives for the coming year.  

Past Club President Sandy Barker accepted the 

chairmanship of GCSC’s standing committee on 

Youth Awards / Contests, as well as to volunteer 

her leadership to several of Driftwood’s 

committees.  Driftwood also ramped up their 

social media presence with frequent postings of 

Club activities and related items of interest.   

At its September Club meeting, President Sharon Robinson promoted the 

Pennies for Pollinators collection to be taken up at this and future meetings; 

Trudy Sobotka created adorable collection cans.   

Pennies for Pollinators Collection 

cans 

Left: 2019-2020 Yearbook dedication Honoree Past President Linda Siceloff 

for 22 years of membership and leadership roles at the local, state and 

national levels. Center: SC Sea Consortium Beach/Creek Sweep. In 

coordination with the North Myrtle Beach Recreation Services, Driftwood GC 

cleaned 15 bags of debris, car and boat parts, street signs and fishing gear 

from the Russell Burgess Preserve Club participants were Ginny Cooper, 

Ellen Rindfuss, Deb Davidson and Sharon Robinson. Right: KAB Keep 

America Beautiful Junior Garden Club resumes with a 36% increase in kids.  

Youth Programs Chair Sandy Barker. 
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District News 
Coastal (Continued) 
District Director Pro-Tem: David Stoudenmire  

Left: Beautification, Chair Trudy Subotka, Mary Laughlin and Sharon Robinson 

taking a rest from their planting and cleanup of the McLean Park garden.  Hostas 

and coral bells were transplanted to a less shady location and new coleus plants were 

potted.   

Center: Hilda York and photographer Trudy Sobotka planted daffodils and mums at 

the North Myrtle Beach Park & Sports Complex around the Blue Star Memorial 

Marker.  

Right: Ginny Cooper spruced at the weedy area surrounding the Blue Star Memorial 

Marker rose bushes at the Highway 22 ramp on US Highway 17 South; new mums 

and mulch were added for fall color. 

Left: Mary Laughlin and photographer Ginny Cooper 

refreshed the Little River Library’s garden bed and entrance 

planters with mums, balloon flowers, blue asters and a fall 

mix of coleus, creepy jenny and calibrachoa.  Shown with Mary (left) is Librarian 

Sadina Lewis (right). 

Center: Trudy Sobotka and Club President Sharon Robinson planted and spruced up 

the children’s garden beds at the North Myrtle Beach Library. They added mums, 

liatris, iris, hibiscus, variegated flax lilies, canna lilies, purple and pink Mexican 

petunias and garden décor. Shown: children’s librarians Megan Deal and Ann Boyte. 

Right: Kathy Turnauer and her husband Marty tilled the soil for new garden beds at 

the Veteran’s Welcome Home & Resource Center, the Club’s newest community 

service partnership.   
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First Friday Conference Call 

Especially for Club Presidents and Officers  

2-3 pm 1st Friday of the Month 

Hosted by Trish Bender, GCSC Board and Chairmen 

Topics: Membership, President’s Projects, Awards, Grants and more! 

Dates:  February 7, March 6, April 3, and May 1 

(515) 604-9300 Code 942735 

District News 
Coastal (Continued) 
District Director Pro-Tem: David Stoudenmire  

Yellow Jessamine Garden Club 

Submitted by Melissa Moody 

The Yellow Jessamine Garden Club, Dillon SC,  celebrates "Plant it 

Pink"  in honor of Breast Cancer survivors and all those who have gone on 

before us. Each member mentioned a 

name of someone who was or has been 

affected with this disease. A deep 

pink rose was planted in their honor. 

A member of the Yellow Jessamine 

GC painted rocks, made ceramics 

with BCA symbol and also made a 

banner in honor of BC survivors.   
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Leaf and Petal Garden Club 
Submitted by Debbie Wood 

The Leaf & Petal Garden Club celebrated their 45th Anniversary 

September 22, 2019 at the Native American Center (NAC). Present and 

former members of the Leaf & Petal Garden Club, Lancaster Garden Club 

members, and Green Gardeners members reminisced past/present projects 

and flower shows they participated in together.  Scrapbooks from over the 

years brought many chuckles of how the styles have changed since 1974, 

when we organized. The Leaf & Petal Garden Club became a federated club 

with the leadership of Martha Crissman in 1975. You will see the touch of 

our club all around Lancaster County from Andrew Jackson State Park to 

Erwin Elementary to the County Library. 

We chose to have our celebration at the NAC because we have partnered 

with them to create several Native American gardens in the Red Rose Park. 

With the guidance of the staff at NAC, Leaf & Petal Garden Club have 

created and maintain The Three Sisters Garden and The Medicine Wheel 

Garden. The Three Sisters Garden is based on a Native American legend. It 

consists of corn, beans, and squash; the three sisters or sustainers of life as 

East Piedmont  
District Director: Gina Ginther 
Co-Director: Tara Ranson 

District News 
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the legend states. The Medicine Wheel Garden contains plants and herbs 

that Native Americans used to 

relieve and cure common ailments. 

These gardens are a stop on the 

annual Ag+Art Tour in Lancaster 

County. 

Our 45th Anniversary celebration 

was topped off with the awarding of  

Sara Phillips with a GCSC Life 

Membership. Sara has written 

numerous award applications for 

East Piedmont District and GCSC; 

many of which have won! She also 

has served as our club’s Secretary, 

Treasurer, and always helps in all of 

our projects.  Jeri Sullivan was the 

wizard behind the successful event that was enjoyed by all!  

East Piedmont (Continued) 
District Director: Gina Ginther 
Co-Director: Tara Ranson 

District News 

Upcoming Plant Sales 

Who can resist a plant sale?   

Here are a couple we thought you might enjoy: 

 

Charleston Horticulture Society’s Plantasia 2020  

  Saturday, March 28th 9am - 3pm 

  Old Towne Creek County Park 

  1400 Old Towne Rd. 

  Charleston, SC 29407 

  https://chashortsoc.org/plantasia2020 

South Carolina Botanical Garden 

  Friends of the Garden Sale: Friday, April 3, 2-6pm 

  Public Sale: Saturday, April 4, 9am-1pm 

  Second Chance Sale: Saturday, April 18 9am-1pm 

  https://www.clemson.edu/public/scbg/events 

https://www.clemson.edu/public/scbg/events
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East Sandhills  
District Director: Radine Tate 
Co-Director: Mildred Thomas 

District News 

Pageland Garden Club 

Submitted by Pattie Pigg 

“There is a first time for 

everything” wrote Vanessa Tyson, 

referring to Pageland Garden Club 

members riding a parade float in the 

Pageland Watermelon Festival.  The 

C ha mb er  o f  C ommerce  an d 

Watermelon Festival Committee 

selected PGC as the Grand Marshall 

of this year’s parade, in appreciation 

of their continuing efforts to make 

Pageland more attractive and 

appealing.  Along the parade route, 

members threw seed packets to onlookers.  (Vanessa is a 

columnist for our local paper and a valued PGC member.).  

Autumn brought another first for PGC, as we constructed 

an entry for Pageland’s first scarecrow project.  “Paige 

Lynn Gardener” made her appearance on Pearl Street 

with a horticultural theme.  Her muhly grass hair and 

floral headband complimented a flowing skirt of corn 

husks and smilax, topped by a burlap and mesh shawl 

with hydrangeas.  She carried a basket of sunflowers and 

berries.  Fostering community creativity and unity, the 48 

scarecrows were a great project for businesses and 

organizations. 

Poinsett-Bland Garden Club 

Submitted by Catherine Blumberg 

Life is filled with transitions, and, like life, architecture evolves with the 

times.  The homes on the 2019 Holiday House Tour and Tea sponsored by 

The Council of Garden Clubs of Sumter will be a reflection of changing times. 

The tour theme is “Christmas Memories.”   

Malley and Steve Jennings, residing at 515 West Hampton Avenue for 25 

years, are well known for their outdoor decorating and for often hosting 

community Christmas parties and special events.  Their 1924, stucco with 

tiled roof, Spanish/Mediterranean home will feature a themed Christmas tree 

in every room, and, as always, they will continue their tradition of lining 

their front walkway with lanterns.  It’s a home you don’t want to miss seeing. 

Third Army Master Sergeant Josh Abernathy and his family moved to 

Sumter a year ago and purchased their “forever” home, circa 1935 (complete 
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East Sandhills (Continued)  
District Director: Radine Tate 
Co-Director: Mildred Thomas 

District News 

with a carriage house), at 16 Warren St., where they plan to make an 

abundance of memories.  The home’s contemporary interior, beautifully 

remodeled by previous owners, has numerous touches of grandeur — 

especially the arched entrance doors, curving staircase and Juliette balcony, 

and it has Josh’s personal touch.  He hand-crafted his son Logan’s bed; he 

has an “American” room that includes his military accolades, framed 

Americana documents and his family lineage, and there is a game room.  It’s 

a home for relaxing and making memories. 

Located at 10 Swan Lake Drive is the home of Tony and Dale Barwick.  

Many Sumterites will recognize that theirs is the former home of the late 

Elaine D. (Sunny) Korn, who established the Sumter Society for Prevention 

of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA).  The Barwicks’ home, built in 1950, 

showcases period styling such as pastel bathroom tiling and expansive brick 

fire places flanked by extensive shelving, but also takes us back to bygone 

eras. The kitchen firebox contains large cast iron pots evidencing lots of use.  

Much of the home is furnished with elegant family antiques, and every 

niche is rich with artifacts and mementos.  A lovely old music box plays with 

clear and spritely tunes. 

Like many, Richard and Fair Edmunds decided to make a major life 

change by downsizing their property and home.  After 50+ years of country 

living, they moved to the City of Sumter, where they purchased a 1970s 

updated ranch-style home at 106 Chappell St.  This ‘70s home is now filled 

with contemporary flair, featuring an open floor plan and vinyl plank 

flooring.  The home’s centerpiece is the large kitchen island, which will be 

lavishly decorated.  The dining room table’s flower arrangement will also be 

a show-stopper.  While Fair and Richard are very happy with today’s home 

style, she will include traditional decorating elements— Radco ornaments 

and an antique red punchbowl with cups.  This home is cozy inside and 

neighborly on the outside with a welcoming front porch and exterior.   

An addition to this year’s tour is the Sumter County Gallery of Art, 

where visitors can “triple-dip” – enjoying both the beautiful decorations, 

Carolita Cantrell’s art exhibition, “Spirited Vision,” and the Sumter Artists’ 

Guild annual Holiday Market where visitors can pick up one of a kind 

handmade gifts.   There is no fee charged for a gallery visit, but tickets for 

the home tours and tea at the Alice Boyle Garden Center may be purchased 

there. 

Every year, the Council of Garden Clubs hosts its well-known tea.  As 

always, the food will be delectable, the décor inspiring and friends and 

family gathered.  Come and enjoy! Make “Christmas Memories” with us on 

Saturday, Dec. 7 at the Holiday House Tour and Tea. 
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West Low Country 
District Director: Nancy Karl 
Co-Director: Kathy New 

Aiken Garden Club Council 
Submitted by Nancy Karl 

From the Editor:  In the Fall 
I s s u e ,  t h e  i n c o r r e c t 
information was associated 
with this picture.  I extend my 
sincere apology and regret for 
this error.  Please enjoy this 
article published here in its 
entirety.   
Marcia Howard, Editor  

Six Clubs in the WLC 

will be very Busy Being 

Bees. 

E v er y  C h r i s t m a s 

season the town of Aiken 

celebrates the season with 

Christmas in Hopelands. Hopeland Gardens is a 15 acre park in the heart of 

the city. This park was originally the estate of the Iselin family who 

wintered in Aiken years ago. Mrs. Hope Iselin left her estate to the city of 

Aiken. One original building that remains is the children’s play house 

known as the Doll House. The house is filled with dolls, toys and doll 

houses. 

The members of the Aiken Garden Club Council saved and restored the 

Doll House finishing in 1978, it then became the council’s headquarters. 

Each Christmas a theme is selected by one club and the house is decorated 

accordingly. When I say decorated, what I really mean is OVER Decorated! 

This year’s theme selected by the Green Gardeners Garden Club is 

“Christmas in the Garden with our Gardening Friends.” The halls will be 

decked with bees, butterflies, spiders, bugs, bunnies, owls, birds, squirrels, 

and even snakes! 

Starting December 14th the park is open in the evening from 5:30pm to 

9:30pm for visitors to see the amazing light show that the city puts on 

display. The six Garden Clubs invite you to tour the Doll House. Everything 

is free and there will even be free cocoa, coffee and cookies for all. The city 

even provides buses to take you to and from the Gardens. The dates are 

December 14th thru the 23rd and the 26th. The members of the Green 

Gardeners, Suburban, Sunshine, Cereus, Garden Makers and Country 

Gardeners welcome you. Perhaps you might even see a life size Bee or 

Butterfly! 

District News 
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GCSC Treasurer   

701 Gervais St., Suite 150-142   

Columbia, SC  29201 

The Gardener is sent to dues paying members.  Presidents please send 

rosters, dues, new member info and address changes to the GCSC 

Treasurer at the above address or email to treas.GCSC@gmail.com 

West Low Country (Continued)  
District Director: Nancy Karl 
Co-Director: Kathy New 

Dogwood Garden Club of Orangeburg 
Submitted by Sheryl King 

DOGWOOD GARDENERS ENJOY CONTAINER GARDENING! 

        The November meeting of the Dogwood Gardeners in Orangeburg, 

South Carolina, featured the creativity and versatility of container gardens. 

Members brought containers and gardening gloves to the Plant Depot, a 

local nursery, where Gail Bolt, owner and horticultural specialist, gave a 

walking tour of the Depot. She informed and showed participants the types 

of plants and flowers best utilized for sun and shade in container gardening, 

as well as plants suitable for indoor and outdoor container gardens.  

Dogwood Gardeners were introduced to many new style combinations of 

arrangements.  Members selected plants for their individual containers and 

starting creating. A wonderful plethora of containers were created and each 

gardener left with a great sense of knowledge in container creations. This 

meeting was a great event for the club and each member left motivated to 

seek new ways to garden inside and outside! 

District News 
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Lake and Hills Garden Club 

Submitted by Laurie Flanagan 

Focus on Relationships: Table Rock Tea Company Tour 

You probably know that “GardenFORLife” is State Garden Club 

President Trish Bender’s initiative. What you may not know is that FOR 

stands for “Focus On Relationships.” At their September 26 Go Out and 
Learn activity, 22 members of the Lake and Hills Garden Club (LHGC) were 

immersed in a variety of relationships while visiting the Table Rock Tea 

Company in Pickens, South Carolina. 

Jennifer Lorch, co-founder of Table Rock Tea Company, led Garden Club 

members on a tour of her tea fields, greenhouse, and factory - all situated on 

17 acres in the shadow of Table Rock Mountain. Members quickly learned 

as much about tea as they did about Jennifer herself. 

Jennifer and her husband Steve learned the tea business in Kenya while 

they were running another business called Hydromissions International, 

which brought water to communities across the globe. As Garden Club 

members began their tour, they learned that all tea (green, black, oolong, 

orange) comes from the same plant, Camellia sinensis. Processing methods 

determine the type of tea that is produced. Near a line of deer resistant tea 

plants that lined Jennifer’s drive, Garden Club members also spied an 

apiary with honey bees that pollinate the tea plants. With that glance 

towards the bee yard,  Garden Club members had their first peek at the 

District News 
West Piedmont District  
District Director: Dee LeMay  
Co-Director: Lorraine Gerhart 

Lake and Hills Garden Club members toured the Table Rock Tea Company in 

Pickens, South Carolina as part of a Let’s Go Out and Learn activity in September. 
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District News 
West Piedmont District (Continued)  

District Director: Dee LeMay  
Co-Director: Lorraine Gerhart 

many relationships which nourish Jennifer’s farm. 

As the tour continued towards the Lazarus tea field, it became clear that 

Jennifer was not only a confident, passionate educator but also a remarkable 

visionary. During the winter of 2017-2018, the harshest winter in 100 years, 

all but 14 plants in the fledgling company’s first production field were killed. 

The tea company was devastated and ready to close. And yet like Lazarus, 

hundreds of tea plants, thought to be dead, came back to life. Jennifer plans 

to keep acquiring more land, planting more tea fields, and adding a cafe in 

the next five years. Gardening FOR life, not against it, nurtures life at all 

levels of our landscapes, as Jennifer’s tea fields demonstrate. 

The Focus on Relationships continued as the tour moved into the 

greenhouse with 25,000 Camellia sinensis plants.  Flowers from tea plants 

during the first year of growth become seeds the next year. Jennifer mass 

germinates 1,000 seeds in a single bin. However, she could not transfer all 

those fledgling plants into individual pots without volunteer help.  These 

plants spend a full year in the greenhouse and another year in Lazarus field 

before they are finally ready to be planted. Jennifer’s 95% greenhouse success 

rate results from tea plants that are essentially self-watering due to long tap 

roots, as well as from the people who nourish their development. 

The tour wrapped up in the factory where the focus was on the oxidation 

process that results in the type, flavor, and aroma of tea products. Dried and 

withered tea flushes (two leaves and a bud) are rolled on a table to begin 

oxidation. The tea next goes into a humidity chamber.  Oolong tea is a result 

of medium oxidation while black tea is fully oxidized. Want green tea? Bake 

the tea to stop oxidation altogether. 

At the Table Rock Tea Company, Lake and Hills Garden Club members 

truly went out and learned about hand-picked, mountain grown tea. They 

also learned about the tea farmer, Jennifer Lorch, whose intelligence, 

patience, spirit, and humor have allowed her to find success in the hand-

crafted tea market. But, most of all, the Garden Club members learned about 

the interconnected relationships - plants, pollinators, and people - that 

encourage life. 
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District News 

Columbia Garden Club  
Submitted by Warren ‘Pinky’ Hughes 

September meeting features Agricultural Commissioner Hugh Weathers 

South Carolina Commissioner of 

Agriculture Hugh Weathers 

highlighted his pride in the 

state’s “Certified Home Grown” 

Program at the September 6 

meeting of the Columbia Garden 

Club at the State Farmers 

Market. 

In introducing Commissioner 

Weathers, CGC President Sharon 

Shuler said, “How blessed we are 

to live in a state where farmers 

grow an abundant supply of fresh 

fruits and vegetables and raise 

healthy, high-quality livestock 

and poultry.” Her theme this year is “Celebrate Nature and God’s Creation.” 

Weathers, a Bowman native and commissioner since 2004, shared the 

impetus for the “Certified Home Grown” Program. With the slogan, “It’s a 

Matter of Taste,” it is a cooperative effort of the SCDA and farmers, 

processors, wholesalers and retailers to brand and promote South Carolina 

products. When consumers can easily identify, find and buy them, they are 

taking home fresher, tastier foods and supporting local farmers, he said, in a 

wide-ranging presentation on agriculture’s impact in the state.     

“We all know the best food is locally produced, and when it comes to 

South Carolina, we have an abundance of it,” he said. “Our state grows 

everything from apples to zucchini - including blackberries, green onions, 

leeks and rice.” The “Certified SC” logo ensures fresher, tastier foods, while 

also supporting local farmers. The SCDA also provides a free “Fresh on the 

Menu” app to assist consumers in locating chefs, restaurants and recipes 

featuring South Carolina’s freshest foods.  

Of special interest to CGC members, Weathers said, “The ornamental 

horticulture and floriculture industry continues to grow in the state. 

Growers now produce an abundance of colorful, fresh flowers, plants and sod 

grasses for the environmentally-conscious consumer. With a need for 

landscaping at over 350 golf courses, a myriad of new businesses and urban 

expansion, ornamental horticulture has become one of the fastest growing 

West Sandhills (Continued) 
District Director: Kay Williams 
Co-Director: Karen Galloway 

Columbia Garden Club President Sharon 

Shuler and State Commissioner of 

Agriculture Hugh Weathers 
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District News 

industries in South Carolina.” Overall, since 2006, South Carolina 

agriculture and forestry sectors have grown 23 percent with an annual 

economic impact of $41.7 billion. 

CGC Hostess Chair for the September meeting was Sazy Johnson 

assisted by Maryanne Belser, Margaret Clarkson, Jane Drake, Mardi Smith 

Fair, Ann Gluse and Mary Tribble. A floral arrangement consisting of fall 

flowers and produce was created by Pence Scurry for the occasion.  

West Sandhills (Continued) 
District Director: Kay Williams 
Co-Director: Karen Galloway 

gardenFORLife 
Focus On Relationships 

that encourage life!   

 Educate yourself and your 

c lub /counci l  on  the 

interconnection between 

native plants, native 

pollinators, native wildlife 

and people.  

 Certify Backyard Wildlife 

habitats through NWF 

and/or SCWF   

 Certify Pollinator habitats 

through Xerces Society, 

Monarch Watch, NABA, or 

a similar organization   

 Partner with your local 

community gardens to establish pollination stations, beetle banks and 

bee gardens in common area with signage that promotes education   

 Work with HOAs to update covenants and restrictions to support bio-

intensive eco-relationships  

 Plant 1 native tree PER garden club member to support host habitats   

 Add a Carolina Fence Garden, Highway Pollinator Habitat, or a 

Pollination Station at your Blue Star Marker locations.   

 Ask your local municipality to fund a bond for Heritage Highway 

Habitats that include native trees, plants and pollinator meadow plants. 

Bicolored Sweat Bee on a Chicory flower 
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Chaplain’s Contemplations 

Live Oak 

 

Live Oak, thy name should be life oak, 

For in slow majestic cadence 

Thy life spans the generations of man. 

 

Patriarch of the maritime forest, 

Thy head unbowed e’en for hurricanes’ fiercenesses, 

Yet thy crowning branches are sculpted, 

Shaped by incessant ocean breezes. 

 

Sure of thy footing, protecting, nurturing, 

Thy lower limbs reach out 

And return to earth again, 

Encircling a shaded sanctuary. 

 

Proud and stalwart even in death, 

Thy salt bleached skeleton, 

Stripped and honed, 

Graces a gentle curve of ocean beach. 

 

Thy very roots of life were undercut 

By the restless, insurgent, eternal sea. 

Yet even now thy strength of life 

Is witnessed by thy strength in death, 

As thy grey-white arms offer resting places 

For generations of man in contemplation 

Of God’s eternity. 

by 

Jerry W. Weise 
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SC Gardener 

February 1 Club and Council Reports Due GCSC President 

February 6 - 7 Environmental Studies School  

February 7 First Friday Conference Call   

February 28 -            

March 8 
Philadelphia Flower Show Philadelphia, PA 

March 4 West Piedmont District Meeting   

March 5 Judges Club Council Meeting Columbia SC 

March 6 First Friday Conference Call  

March 10 West Low Country District Meeting   

March 11 East Low Country District Meeting  

March 12 Coastal District Meeting  

March 19 - 20 South Atlantic Regional Meeting Greenville SC 

March 24 East Piedmont District Meeting   

March 25 West Sandhills District Meeting  

March 26 East Sandhills District Meeting  

March 28 Youth Symposium  

April 3 First Friday Conference Call  

April 22 
GCSC 90th Anniversary 

GCSC BOD Meeting 
Columbia SC 

April 23 90th State Meeting & Awards Event Columbia SC 

The South Carolina Gardener is the 

official  publication of the Garden Club of 

South Carolina, Inc., published quarterly 

and funded in part by Membership dues.  

The South Carolina Gardener has made 

every effort to insure listings and 

information are accurate and assumes no 

liability for errors or omissions. 

©2019.  All rights reserved.  No portion of 

this magazine may be reprinted without 

the express, written consent of the 

publisher. 

  

Master Calendar of Events  

Submission Deadlines 

Issue 

Fall 

Winter 

Spring 

Summer 

Deadline 

Aug. 1 

Nov. 1 

Feb. 1 

May 1 

Delivered* 

Oct 1 

Jan. 1 

April 1 

July 1 

Submission Guidelines 

• Articles to be email, word or pdf 

• Photos should be high resolution jpg  

• Email Subject to include SC Gardener 

Issue (i.e. SC Gardener Fall), Club Name 

• Email Body to include District, Garden 

Club, and submitter name 

• Editor reserves the right to edit any 

article due to space constraints, clarity, 

duplication, accuracy, etc. 

• Email:  scgardenereditor@gmail.com 

*Due to variations in how bulk mail may be handled 
the delivery date may vary +/- 1 week 

For advertising information and editorial 
inquiries email: 

scgardenereditor@gmail.com 
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