
The South Carolina Gardener | Spring 2020|  1 

GCSC | Spring 2020 

VOL. 98 NO.  1 



2 | 

Dear Garden Club Members, 

 

Happy Spring! As I walked around the emerging 

garden this morning, I kept hearing a John Lennon 

song playing over and over in my head. “Life is what happens to you while 

you’re busy making other plans.”  While none of us could have predicted the 

COVID-19 outbreak or the mandatory stay-at-home order, we can all be 

comforted by the hidden blessings it affords us: more time to garden, more 

time to share what we love, and more time to appreciate all that we have. 

Like a tree that has been severely pruned, we pause to register the shock and 

immediately begin re-growing toward the sun.  

As gardeners, we are chock full of fortitude and resilience.  We are 

grateful for the thunder storm and have full faith in the sunshine that will 

follow. We trust that when we plant seeds they will grow. We have hope that 

if something fails, something else will succeed. Why? Because, as gardeners, 

we are connected to the rhythm of life itself and continually marvel at the 

glory of creation.  We know we are not in control of everything but trust that 

we have our part to play in the co-creation process. 

It is this fundamental awareness and awe that keeps us forging ahead 

and acting on our belief in the power of goodness. Our federation family is 

comprised of some of the most faithful, kind, and creative people in South 

Carolina and together we are indeed a force for good.  

Although we cannot connect in person, we remain the hub of the garden 

club wheel for all of our members across South Carolina, through email, 

Facebook, Instagram, our Website, and our monthly Scoop newsletter, GCSC 

will continue to educate, connect and celebrate your amazing achievements 

and are here to help you navigate all the tools you need to succeed.  

With love, faith, hope and fortitude, I wish you a very happy spring and 

thank you for the many blessings you bring to South Carolina!  

 

Happy Gardening!  

Trish 

President’s Message 
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President’s Projects 

We are pleased to announce the following Hundred Heros.  These people 

believe in the GardenFORLife philosophy and acknowledge the Hero who 

introduced them to gardening. 

Hundred Heroes Campaign 
Honoring Gardeners that inspire us to GardenFORLife  

Denie Crowder, Chairperson 

Fall Nominees 
Sarah Bachman 

Bill Bardsley 

Russell Bender 

Trish Bender 

Fannie Miller Gardener 

Beatrice Gormley 

George Hyams 

Betty Jackson 

Carolyn King 

Sammie Martin 

Barbara McCormick 

China McSwain Powell 

Kristi Reagor 

Emmagene Rhodes 

Terry Ritchen 

Laura Lee Rose 

Beth Smoak 

Betsy Steele 

Emily Stephens 

Sarah Stone 

Mary Eva Wartenberg 

Jerry Weise 

Winter Nominees 
Betty Black 

Mary Settle Reeves 

Pearl Fryar 

Judy Harrison 

Brenda Miller 

Tara Daly Ranson 

Katherine Beeson 

All SC GardenersFORLife 

Laura Jane Jones Banks 

Erline Wiles 

Barbara Scott 

Hattie Lucas Foster 

Spring Nominees 
Irene Judson-Morris  

Fall Sponsors 
Sherri Bardsley 

Trish Bender 

Margaret Blackmer 

Linda Bowden 

Jan Burch 

Sandra Educate 

Bender Family 

Camellia Garden Club 

Betty Jackson 

Yvonne Jordan 

Carolyn King 

Mary Ann Kirby 

Sue Lawley 

Nancy Newman Limata 

Rue Lucas 

Goldie Meek 

Joyce Moore 

Karen Oliver 

Mary Reeves 

Cynthia Richardson 

Betsy Steele 

Chris Tertzagian 

Kay Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Sponsors 
Emmagene Rhodes 

Susan B. Berry 

Bishopville Garden Club 

Heritage Garden Club 

Katherine Doty 

Gina Ginther 

Azalea Unit Garden Club 

Doug and Cindy Tallamy 

Shirley LaGarde 

Becky Fairey 

Nancy McCormick 

Rosa B. Bright 

Heroes 

Sponsors 

http://www.gardenclubofsc.org/hundred-heroes-campaign/  

http://www.gardenclubofsc.org/hundred-heroes-campaign/
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President’s Projects 

The Blue Shovel: symbolizes Accepting the Challenge to put Gardening back 

in Garden Clubs. 

#GardenFORLife 
 The Story of the Blue Shovel 
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NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK 
 JUNE   7-13, 2020 

THEME - GardenFORLife   

Plan a memorable event for your club and community. 

Send your photos and news articles to our SC Gardener. 
Carolyn Tolson 

GCSC Chairman, National Garden Week 

Email: cdtolson2@gmail.com   

 

Chairman’s Report   
National Garden  Week 
Carolyn Tolson, Chairman 

Place floral arrangements in public 

buildings.  (Driftwood Garden Club) 

Field to Families Gardens 

(Town and Village Garden Club) 

Place wreaths at Blue Star Markers 

(Driftwood Garden Club) 
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District News 
Coastal  
District Director: David Stoudenmire 
Co-Director: Carolyn C. Floyd 

Driftwood Garden Club—Arbor Day 

Submitted by Ginny Cooper 

Driftwood celebrated SC Arbor Day 2019 on December 6, 2019 with its 

planting of two (2) Cercis canadensis Forest Pansy #25/#30 (Eastern Redbud) 

trees, which helped further define and enhance the beauty of the special plot 

of land at the Club’s most recently installed Blue Star Memorial Marker in 

the North Myrtle Beach Park and Sports Complex in Little River, SC.   

Driftwood and the City of North Myrtle Beach Parks and Recreation 

Department have long partnered in celebrating Arbor Day.  The Driftwood 

Arbor Day Committee Chairman discussed options for planting and types of 

trees with the Parks Superintendent and then held a joint meeting to finalize 

Conway Garden Club— Christmas Cookie Exchange 

Submitted by Juanita Burnett 

  On Dec. 3, 2019 the beautiful, historic home of Ms. Rebecca Bryan was 

the setting for the Conway Garden Club Council’s 1st Christmas cookie ex-

change party. This lovely, 1912 / 1913 era home was donated to the Horry 

County Historical Society upon the passing of Ms. Bryan according to her 

wishes. Ms. Rebecca Bryan, was a former charter member of the Horry 

County Historical Society and former member of the Azalea Garden Club of 

Conway. The Conway Garden Club Council, consisting of Azalea, Camellia, 

Iris and Ivy Garden Clubs of Conway, SC worked together to decorate the 

historic home for the Christmas setting. Each attendee of the inaugural 

event brought a dozen delicious scratch made cookies to exchange, taste, 

and enjoy.  It was a lovely time of fellowship between the members of the 

four Conway garden clubs and served to bring us all closer together as we 

all strive to beautify the Coastal District of the South Carolina Garden 

Clubs.  We hope that this becomes an annual event between our four clubs 

as the fellowship 

and congeniality 

was absolutely 

amazing.  
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District News 

details at the selected site.  Details included selection and price of the 

Eastern Redbuds, the planting site, the date and time of the Driftwood 

ceremony and the likely need for a portable microphone. 

The program began with a Welcome by Driftwood President, Sharon 

Robinson, followed by the recognition of special guests by Emily Stephens 

former President of the Garden Club of South Carolina (GCSC) and 

Driftwood. Recognized were: President of the GCSC Trish Bender, the 

Coastal Director-Pro Tempore David Stoudenmire, Jr., City Council 

members, appointed members of the North Myrtle Beach Tree Board, and the 

Parks and Recreation Department Director John Bullard and his staff.  

President Bender spoke about the first tree ever, the Archeopteris, and all 

that followed from its presence 400 million years ago. Celebratory remarks 

were also offered by Coastal District Director Stoudenmire. Councilman Bob 

Cavanaugh who always attends Driftwood’s Arbor Day celebrations spoke on 

behalf of Mayor Marilyn Hatley. Council members Fred Coyne and Nikki 

Fontana also provided remarks on the contributions of Driftwood Garden 

Club to the community.  

Linda Siceloff, former Coastal District Director and Driftwood President, 

regaled the 25 people in attendance with the history of Arbor Day.  This was 

followed by the Ceremonial Planting with ‘golden shovels’ and followed by the 

Presentation of the Trees to the City for their upkeep and Acceptance of the 

Trees by the City officials.  Closing Remarks and Prayer were provided by 

Driftwood’s Arbor Day Chairman, Jeanette Bell, who reflected on the 

significance of where the Eastern Redbuds were planted -- their close 

Coastal  
District Director: David Stoudenmire 
Co-Director: Carolyn C. Floyd 
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First Friday Conference Call 

Especially for Club Presidents and Officers  

2-3 pm 1st Friday of the Month 

Hosted by Trish Bender, GCSC Board and Chairmen 

Topics: Membership, President’s Projects, Awards, Grants and more! 

Next Call May 1 

(515) 604-9300 Code 942735 

District News 

proximity to the Blue Star Memorial Marker and the Veterans Plaza 

Memorial – adding beauty for the enjoyment of all including the veterans 

and their families who visit the Park and Sports Complex.   

Following the ceremony, Driftwood Club members continued the 

celebration over lunch at the Midtown Bistro along with their invited guests 

Trish Bender and David Stoudenmire. 

Join over a million gardeners planting for pollinators.  Go to the website  

millionpollinatorsgardens.org 

On  this site you will find resources to help you support our pollinators.  

Learn how to plant a pollinator garden or find tips and lists on how to pro-

vide an overall healthy habitat for pollinators and people.  You can even 

register your pollinator garden to Bee counted and placed on the Million 

Pollinators map. 

Coastal  
District Director: David Stoudenmire 
Co-Director: Carolyn C. Floyd 
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East Piedmont 
District Director: Gina Ginther 
Co-Director: Tara Ranson 

Gardening on the Cay  
Submitted by Tara Ranson 

Junior Garden Club 

Gardening on the Cay has been bringing the world of gardening to 

preschoolers, by teaching them about soil, plants, beneficial insects and all 

aspects of growing food, herbs and pollinator gardens.  Our club partnered 

with a large non-profit, The Anne Springs Close Greenway which is a 1200-

acre nature conservancy in Fort Mill with a wide variety of outdoor programs 

including a new nature-based preschool. We are working on an ambitious and 

long term two-fold project. First, we 

started monthly nature sessions for the 

20 Pre-K students complete with lesson 

plans, hands-on activities and follow up 

for the teachers. Our enthusiastic little 

group is now registered with GCSC as a 

Junior Garden Club, and they are 

named “The Greenway Tiny Sprouts”. 

At the first session, each child was 

given a handmade journal so they could 

color about each garden session 

throughout the year. Session 1 was 

called “What is a Bulb?” and began 

with story time before the activity of 

growing Paperwhite Bulbs. Sessions 2-6 

were to continue the plant lifecycle 

discussing soil, worms, then planting 

seeds and transplanting into the raised 

beds. Although the full year plan was 

thwarted by the COVID-19 quarantine, 

we will present the little club with their 

certificates in the fall. Using 

appropriate social distancing, we are 

still working on the second phase of 

this project, which is to design and 

develop four raised garden beds on site 

for vegetables, herbs, pollinators and a 

cutting garden. Chairman Anne Murray-Randolph and her small committee 

have permission to prepare and plant the garden beds this summer. “Miss 

Anne” is videotaping each work session to send the children’s teachers, and 

this project will be highlighted in the ASC Greenway newsletter. The raised 

bed gardens should be lush by the time the children return to school. 

District News 

 

Each session includes story time, lesson 

plan, and hands on learning with five 

members and twenty children. 
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East Piedmont (Continued) 
District Director: Gina Ginther 
Co-Director: Tara Ranson 

2020 Vision Kickoff 

Gardening on the Cay enjoyed hosting 

Trish Bender, President of the Garden 

Club of South Carolina at our January 

28th soup 

and salad 

m e m b e r s h i p 

meeting. Trish delighted 

an audience of sixty club 

members and guests from both 

federated and non-federated area garden clubs, 

as she spoke about her vision for the 

organization, and the GardenFORLife platform 

of her term. 

District News 

Pictured: (Left) Guest speaker Trish Bender, GCSC President and (right) Special 

GCSC guests Yvonne Jordan and Peggy Little. 

Elementary School Gardens 

Despite the limitations that the new 

“social distancing” has placed on our garden 

club activities, Gardening on the Cay has been 

creative in keeping up with our elementary 

school garden obligations this spring and 

summer.  Two members have been working in 

the certified Monarch Waystation at Tega Cay 

Elementary School and the Carolina Fence 

Garden at Riverview Elementary School. After 

trimming, mulching and watering both, 

pictures were forwarded to Fort Mill District 

Schools for their newsletter to let the students 

know the gardens were doing well and would 

be ready for educational opportunities when 

they returned in the Fall. 
Top: Riverview Elementary School 

Carolina Fence Garden after the Spring 

cleanup.  School is closed but in the 

District newsletter, the students will see 

Carolina Jessamine framing hand 

painted rocks from teachers to their 

students. 

Left: Tega Cay Elementary School 

Butterfly Garden after the Spring 

cleanup. 
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East Sandhills 
District Director: Radine Tate 
Co-Director: Mildred Thomas 

Submitted by Radine Tate 

Approximately forty years ago stood the mighty tall pine trees in both 

the front and back yard of our home as reflected on the picture of pines. Oh 

how lovely the pines stood with their long 

lengthy pine needles and bark! These were 

trees with longevity for they had been in this 

location for years. Oh what a sight to 

see….what a sight to see! Suddenly, with the 

hand of nature over time many of our tall 

pines were gone by storms and/or tornados 

that passed through our property. By grace 

we never had any significant damage to our 

home and just one of our vehicles required 

major repairs. 

We had to make a decision.  Do we take 

down the reminder of the pines for fear of 

having them fall on our home.  As we looked 

to replace the pines we knew we wanted 

something that was fast growing so we 

selected the Bradford pear (Pyrus calleryana 

“Bradford”.  These trees were planted on the 

side front border line and randomly in the front yard. The ones on the side 

front border line were planted correctly per the instructions. Their bark 

stand long and tall. However, the one planted in the middle of the yard was 

planted deeper which is the single tree pictured. There was a difference in 

their growth pattern for the one planted deeper developed much broader, 

shorter bark and full canopy. One would also have to look at some other 

factors such as location, soil 

type, and health of trees, etc.  

Motorist would often stop to and 

ask about the large “Bradford” 

Pears and some people would 

tell us to cut them down because 

of their life expectancy. Until 

such time I will continue to sit 

on my porch on a nice breezy 

sunny day admiring them as I 

get in touch with nature.                                                     

Earth Day, April 22, 2020, is a 

reminder for us to take the time 

District News 

Bradford’s planted according to the instructions.. 



The South Carolina Gardener | Spring 2020|  13 

to focus on the global population as we 

address environmental concerns. For we 

are currently going through some stormy 

times with the COVID19 Pandemic having 

to stay home and going out only for 

essentials and practicing social distancing. 

Since we are home, this is now the time to 

address those gardening projects you have 

been putting off. There is nothing like 

reconnecting with nature by digging in the 

soil and watching things grow.   Happy 

gardening and BE SAFE!             

Smile! 

Amazon will give .5%* of your purchases to 
GCSC! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7005531   
This link is also on the front page of the GCSC website. * some products are not eligible 

GCSC Treasurer   

701 Gervais St., Suite 150-142   

Columbia, SC  29201 

The Gardener is sent to dues paying members.  Presidents please send rosters, dues, 

new member info and address changes to the GCSC Treasurer at the above address 

or email to treas.GCSC@gmail.com 

East Sandhills (Continued) 
District Director: Radine Tate 
Co-Director: Mildred Thomas 

District News 

Celebrate National Garden Week  

June 7-13 2020 
 Plan activities in your 

community that promote 

beautification, education of 

environmental efforts, gardening, 

and the involvement of your Club  

in your community 

 Tell us what you did! Send 

your pictures to 

scgardenereditor@gmail.com 

Lancaster Garden Club 2019 
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West Low Country 
District Director: Nancy Karl 
Co-Director: Kathy New 

Beaufort Garden Club 

Celebrates 85th Anniversary 
Submitted by Catherine Stewart 

On OCTOBER 23, 2019, the 

Beaufort Garden Club turned 85 

years old.  Beaufort Garden  Club is 

the second oldest garden club in 

South Carolina and celebrated its 

milestone birthday by receiving a 

Proclamation from the city of 

Beaufort. Janie Culley, President of 

Beaufort Garden Club is pictured 

here accepting the Beaufort Garden Club Day Proclamation from the City. 

The Proclamation read as follows: 

 

WHEREAS the Beaufort Garden Club has for 85 years led numerous 

horticulture projects around the city of Beaufort to both beautify our 

landscape and also teach residents the many benefits of gardening, and  

WHEREAS during its many years of operations the Club has landscaped 

numerous public properties including Government buildings, 

cemeteries, schools, and parks -- all for the purpose of beautifying 

Beaufort and elevating its civic pride, and 

WHEREAS for the past 25 years the Beaufort Garden Club has attracted 

visitors from all over the United States for its “Garden A Day” event the 

first week of June, and 

WHEREAS for the past three years the Club has held a very successful 

family photo opportunity with its "Smile for Santa” event during the 

holiday season, and 

WHEREAS the Club has the distinction of being the second oldest club in 

the State of South Carolina, and has brought its flower arranging 

capabilities to numerous senior living centers in the area, and 

WHEREAS the Club has held a plant sale for the past 20 years, with items 

contributed by members, the proceeds of which are used for projects to 

beautify the community, and 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Beaufort, South 

Carolina, hereby proclaims October 23, 2019 as a day in honor of 

THE BEAUFORT GARDEN CLUB DAY 

 

District News 
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District News 
West Piedmont District  
District Director: Dee LeMay  
Co-Director: Lorraine Gerhart 

West Piedmont District Meeting—Botanical Beatrix 

Submitted by Susan Temple 

Anderson Garden Club hosted the West Piedmont District Garden 

Council meeting on March 4, at Tucker’s Restaurant in Anderson.  Floral 

design was presented by 

Susan Temple.  Her husband, 

John, has a vintage 

mannequin which was 

transformed into Botanical 

Beatrix.  Beatrix, in Latin, 

means she who brings 

happiness.  Susan covered a 

plain t-shirt dress in plants.  

The bodice is made of 

American Boxwood (Buxus 
sempervirens) and Green 

Giant (Thuga plicata x 
standishii) foliage. The skirt 

is made of Pampas Grass 

(Cortaderia selloana) plumes.  

Her belt is moss from the 

edge of the woods.  Her shoes 

are covered in Rose Campion 

(Lychnis coronaria) leaves 

with a Reindeer Moss 

(Cladonia rangiferina) "flower". The ring is made of 

Hens and Chicks (Sempervivum tectorum spp) and 

an unknown miniature agave.  Her cuff bracelet is 

River Birch (Betula nigra) bark with a waxed 

Lenton Rose (Helleborus x hybridus) bloom.     

Botanical Beatrix’s hat is covered with Awabuki 

Viburnum (Viburnum odoratissimum) leaves, Arum 

(Arum italicum) leaves,  Golden Mop 

(Chamaecyparis pisifera), Rosemary (Salvia 
rosmarinus), and Spring Bouquet Viburnum 

(Viburnum tinus).  The ribbon for her hat is 

Confederate Jasmine (Trachelospermum 
jasminoides). Earrings are Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua) balls. 

Her table was set with flowers of course, and cake and coffee.  The cake 

is made by covering floral foam in potting soil, then iced with mullein 
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(Verbascum thapsus) leaves, and decorated with deodar cedar (Cedrus 
deodara), anise (Illicium floridanum) leaves, thistle (Cirsium horridulum) 

leaves, and an unknown variety of Juniperus virginiana.  Susan tried to use 

all layers from nature - trees, shrubs, perennials, groundcovers, vines, etc.  

In keeping with what Mother Nature provides, her pocketbook is a hornet's 

nest with bramble brier handle (Smilax glauca).  Botanical Beatrix lived up 

to her name and brought lots of happiness to attendees.  

Azalea Garden Club of Greer 

Submitted by Shirley Carlsson 

The Azalea Garden Club of Greer celebrated their 70th anniversary as a 

federated garden club on November 21st, 2019 with a tea.  19 members were 

present, including Anne Helton, who was honored for being a member for 63 

years. 

Historian Shirley Carlsson recounted highlights of the 70 year history of 

the club. These include the building of 36 bluebird houses and 

establishment of a bluebird trail at the Greenville Tech Greer Campus, 

enabling garden at Kids Planet, Reading and Meditation garden at the 

Greer Library and the 20 year upkeep of the butterfly garden at Greer 

Community Ministries. 

Azalea members are proud of our seven decades of service to the Greer 

Community.  Some were surprised at the quality and quantity of the civic 

District News 
West Piedmont District (Continued)  

District Director: Dee LeMay  
Co-Director: Lorraine Gerhart 
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improvement projects that 

were achieved over the years 

from a club with less than 

30 members. 

The club will honor the 

continuing contributions of 

the Azalea Garden Club as 

well as the work of the 

Camellia and Primrose 

garden clubs and the Greer 

Council of Garden Clubs by 

updating the existing 

History of The Garden Clubs 

of Greer.  This history was 

created in honor of Azalea’s 

60 th  anniversary and 

chronicled garden club work 

in Greer from 1928 to 2008.  

The past decade of garden 

club activity will be added, and the book will be housed at the Greer Heritage 

Museum as a gift to the city of Greer. 

District News 
West Piedmont District (Continued)  

District Director: Dee LeMay  
Co-Director: Lorraine Gerhart 

Camelia Garden Club of Greer Christmas Tour 2019 

Submitted by Jenny Snipes 

Camellia Garden Club of Greer, SC 

presented the “Joy of Christmas Tour of 

Homes” on December 7, 2019.  Earlier in 

that year, several club members 

expressed interest in doing a project 

during the winter months.  Because 

there had not been a tour of homes in 

the Greer area since the mid 1990’s, our 

members felt that this would be a great 

team building project which could also 

benefit our community. We also love to 

decorate!   We contacted Greer 
Community Ministries, an organization 

that serves many in our community that 

are less fortunate.  They maintain a 

Food Pantry, Sharon’s Closet, a Senior 
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District News 
West Piedmont District (Continued)  

District Director: Dee LeMay  
Co-Director: Lorraine Gerhart 

Dining program and Meals on Wheels. We asked them if they would partner 

with us, but we would do the work.  We also wanted to raise funds for our 

club projects and, at the same time, have fun.  

All members were involved in the planning.  Three members of our club 

volunteered their homes for the tour, while the 4th home was that of a former 

member of another garden club in Greer.  Members helped in different ways, 

including several of our honorary members.  We discovered much talent.  

Other garden clubs in the Greer Council of Garden Clubs promoted the tour, 

and their members bought our tickets.  Local businesses put up posters, and 

a local hardware store was a central point of sale for our tickets.   

The Greer Citizen, our local paper publicized the event during the week 

of Thanksgiving. Two days before the event, WSPA, Channel 7 Spartanburg, 

interviewed the four home owners on "5 Alive” and ran our videos the entire 

day.  We were also able to obtain a business sponsor who donated money to 

offset our marketing expenses. 

On the day of our tour, club members, their family members, and Greer 
Community Ministries’ representatives welcomed approximately 220 visitors 

to our four homes. We were able to present our partner with a check slightly 

over $1,600.00.  

 At the completion of this project, we found that we had strengthened the 

unity of the club, built confidence for future endeavors, discovered new 

talents, and deepened our friendships.    We also built relationships within 

our business community and helped raise funds for a worthwhile 

organization, acting as a force for good.  

Members in Christmas Aprons 
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District News 
West Piedmont District (Continued)  

District Director: Dee LeMay  
Co-Director: Lorraine Gerhart 

Chrysanthemum Garden Club of Abbeville—Poinsettia Day High Tea 

Submitted by Lynne Cody 

On national Poinsettia Day (December 12th), 

Abbeville's Chrysanthemum gardeners festively 

decked out for a traditional  high tea. Floral china 

cups of steaming  Charleston tea with local 

Southern Oaks Dairy cream, and perfectly baked 

cakes  with local honey (from the president's 

hives) graced the table.  A centerpiece with 

beeswax candles and the southeastern natives: 

of  loblolly pine and magnolia leaves (Pineus 
taeda & Magnolia grandiflora) from members' 

yards completed the tablescape.   

Abbeville's many lush pastures came to mind as a devotional recalling 

the spirit of the shepherds on the first Christmas night was shared. (This 

agricultural community could easily provide plenty of "sweet hay faraway in 

a manger" for many community nativity scenes). Conversation flowed 

cheerfully about the proposal for the Bee City Project to be presented to the 

Abbeville City Council and other club endeavors to be pursued together.  

A presentation was made regarding the bringing of Euphorbia 

pulcherrima with its flaming red bracts and emerald leaves all the way to his 

South Carolina greenhouses by our native son, Joel Robert Poinsett, in the 

late 1820's. As the first American ambassador to Mexico, our Carolinian 

cousin, was to 

forever seal his 

name to that free-

growing plant of 

M e x i c o .  T h e 

Poinsettia was 

later to thrive in 

gardens of Texas 

a n d  F l o r i d a . 

Today the name of 

o u r  f a r m e r /

b o t a n i s t / 

s ta tesman  i s 

spoken millions of 

times by those who enjoy the results of the huge poinsettia horticultural 

industry. South Carolina has had many famous gardeners, and the 

Chrysanthemum gardeners are merrily carrying on that tradition.  
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District News 
West Piedmont District (Continued)  

District Director: Dee LeMay  
Co-Director: Lorraine Gerhart 

Greenwood Council of Garden Clubs Arbor Day Tree Planting 

Submitted by Charlotte Cabri 

For 13 years, the Greenwood Council of Garden Clubs (GCGC) has 

donated a tree for Arbor Day planting on the Lander University campus. The 

newest addition was a Cercis Canadensis, affectionately referred to as Alley 

Cat Redbud, in recognition of the tree first discovered growing in an alley in 

Louisville, KY. 

In welcoming guests to the December tree planting at Lander, Mary Kay 

Addy, president of GCGC, stressed the importance of trees in home, civic and 

commercial landscapes. 

Lander biology professor Andrew Schwendemann and more than 10 of 

his students were there to celebrate the council’s efforts to keep the campus 

green, particularly as deforestation takes its toll on the climate. 

Planted in a sunny area outside Lander’s science building, this year’s 

tree, selected by horticulturalist John Elsley, will attract attention with its 

magenta blossoms in spring. The floral display will quickly be followed by an 

Lander students and garden clubbers are, from left: Daniel Sanchez; JoAnn 

Purkerson, GCGC Arbor Day chair; William Yonce; Faith Nichols; Michael 

Gopaul; Nikita Nail; Zach Woods; horticulturalist John Elsley; Lander biology 

professor Andrew Schwendmann; and GCGC president Mary Kay Addy. 
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abundance of heart-shaped green leaves splashed with white. 

“This is a tree that you just have to love,” said JoAnn Purkerson, chair of 

Arbor Day activities for the council. “We are so grateful to John for the time 

he spends selecting the trees for our Arbor Day plantings, and the Lander 

grounds crew merits appreciation for their efforts in planting and caring for 

our trees.” 

A graduate of Lander College and a member of Chrysanthemum Garden 

Club, Purkerson noted that Arbor Day was first celebrated in Nebraska in 

1872, the same year that Lander was founded as Williamston Female 

College. 

“By 1948, Lander had passed from Methodist support to support by The 

Lander Foundation and then to support by Greenwood County,” said 

Purkerson. “During that time, women’s garden clubs took on the task of 

planting and caring for the college grounds. For almost three decades, the 

women could be seen digging and weeding as they fulfilled their vision for the 

campus landscape. When Lander became a state college in 1973, the women 

hung up their shovels and gloves and turned the landscaping over to the 

college grounds crew.” 

But the women have become visible again through GCGC’s annual Arbor 

Day plantings. In addition, Morning Glory Garden Club, which counted 

former Lander First Lady Marjorie Ball as a member, created a shade garden 

adjacent to Laura Lander Hall, the oldest building on campus.  

“The Greenwood Council of Garden Clubs is proud to play a part in the 

greening of Greenwood and Lander University,” said Addy.  Just wait ‘til 

spring! 

We hope you’re enjoying The 

Scoop! GCSC’s monthly 

GardenFORLife newsletter 

delivered directly to your email.  

This newsletter brings you  hot tips 

on Gardening to enhance life at 

all layers of the landscape. 

Missing this newsletter?  Please 

send your preferred email address 

to: 

President@GardenClubofSC.org 

Be sure to mention The Scoop! 
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Mountain Laurel Garden Club—Youth Program 

Mountain Laurel Garden Club of 

Travelers Rest has begun this year to 

work with a K-6 youth group in order to 

share with them our knowledge and joy 

of gardening. 

The youth group learned about soil, 

things found in the soil, soil 

amendments, different kinds of mulch, and 

then they planted a Paper White bulb to 

grow at home. 

 The K-3 grade level group entered a 

poster contest, drawing either Smokey the 

Bear or Woodsy Owl to remind people to 

“Prevent Forest Fires” and “Lend a Hand, 

Take Care of the Land.” The 4-6 grade 

level group made sculptures reminding 

people to, “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle.” 

The contests were sponsored by the 

National Garden Club and the US Forest 

Service. Three of our contestants won at 

the state level. 

 The youth group learned about the 

parts and needs of a plant, edible parts of 

different plants that we eat, and natural dyes. Then they used a mallet to 

hammer a purple pansy and leaves  onto fabric to create a flower picture! 

MLGC Youth have More to Learn This Year! 

 Tasting herbs, learning about the uses of herbs, & growing some herbs to 

take home.  

 Learning about a Carolina Fence Garden & native SC flowers. Then 

cleaning up & planting flowers in an established Carolina Fence Garden 

in Travelers Rest as a service project.  

 Learning about the importance of pollinators and plants in wildlife and 

vegetable gardens. 

West Piedmont District (Continued)  

District Director: Dee LeMay  
Co-Director: Lorraine Gerhart 
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Shamrock Garden Club Celebrates 70th Anniversary 

Submitted By: Barbara Warren 

Formed in 1949, the Shamrock Garden Club of Iva, celebrated its 70th 

Anniversary by remembering  its founder Mrs. Marie Bowie.  In June 2019, 

the SGC visited the Bowie Art Center/Museum at Erskine College in Due 

West;  both the Bowie Art Center and Bowie Chapel was donated by Mrs. 

Bowie.  After a lunch at The Renaissance with the honorable late Dr. Harry 

Stille, members were hosted by Paul Bell, Director of Alumni Development at 

Erskine College.   

Refreshments were served and catered by Erskine College.  Lunch was 

arranged by SGC member Julie Hanks. Several guests were present and 

included Dee LeMay; Jane Alexander,  President of the Due West Garden 

Club; popular speaker Alice Bell; and former SGC member Kathy Secrist.  

Members attending were secretary Frances Bostic, Dale Bowen, treasurer 

Sue Butler, Ginny Charles, Dot Terry and her husband Alvin Terry.  At the 

time of the celebration, the oldest living former member was the late 

centenarian Marion Wakefield.  SGC remains one on the oldest active clubs 

in Iva, as it was federated in 1952. 

West Piedmont District (Continued)  

District Director: Dee LeMay  
Co-Director: Lorraine Gerhart 
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Columbia Garden Club: Kirk Brown Portrays John Bartram 
Submitted by Warren ‘Pinky’ Hughes 

South  Carol ina ’s  Magnol ia 

Planation and Gardens, among the 

most beautiful in America, has a 

v a l u a b l e  a d d i t i o n  w i t h  t h e 

contributions of nationally known 

horticulturist Kirk R. Brown, formerly 

of Philadelphia, now serving as its 

outreach coordinator. 

Brown is also recognized for his 

impersonations of two of America's 

foremost practitioners of the art of 

gardening - John Bartram and 

Frederick Law Olmsted. A former 

president of the Garden Writers 

Association, Brown also delivers design and garden history lectures as 

himself. 

“Magnolia Gardens is fortunate to have him under their wings. ... and 

among their blossoms,” says Dr. Arlene Marturano, garden columnist for The 

Columbia Star.    

Just recently, at the Jan. 16 meeting of the Columbia Garden Club, with 

CGC President Sharon Shuler presiding, Brown gave his presentation on 

Bartram, the father of American Botany. His program, featuring Bartram as 

America’s First Master Gardener, won the first ever Silver Award for Garden 

Communication, Live Performance. 

In his Bartram performance, Brown presents the horticultural history of 

America as it began in Philadelphia and Penn’s Woods.  His story starts at 

the very beginning of the international world of plant discovery and 

identification. Voicing Bartram’s love of the earth, Brown uses his own humor 

and passion for nature in sharing his hope for earth’s environmental future. 

His time travel earns him rave reviews and standing ovations from 

audiences of Master Gardeners, Garden Club Members and industry 

professionals. “Kirk's portrayal of America's first world-class plantsman is a 

masterful blend - passionate, humorous, moving, educational but never 

pedantic. Meticulous research and an obvious affection for the subject enables 

him to fully inhabit the role, not just the costume,” says John Friel of Green 

Leaf Perennials/Yoder Brothers in a review.  

Brown was appointed to the Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc. Board of 

Directors for the 2019-2021 term. He is also a recipient of the “Green 
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Achiever” Award for advancing horticulture in Pennsylvania. 

He has served as a judge of major exhibits for the Philadelphia Flower 

Show and been recognized with “Outstanding Design Awards” by 

Pennsylvania Landscape and Nursery Association, the Perennial Plant 

Association and the Association of Professional Landscape Designers.  He has 

also been recognized with a Pennsylvania Green Award by the Pennsylvania 

Horticultural Society and the Pennsylvania Green Commission. 

A graduate of Cornell University, Brown has been published in 

Homestyle and Gardening (A Family Circle Magazine), American 

Nurseryman, Green Scene, From the Ground Up, Pleasure of Gardening and 

Quill and Trowel, among others. 

As national outreach coordinator at Magnolia, Brown promotes the 

plantation and gardens, selected as one of "America's Most Beautiful” by 

Travel and Leisure magazine. Founded in 1676 by the Drayton family and 

opened to visitors in 1897, Magnolia is the oldest public tourist site in the 

Lowcountry, and the oldest public gardens in America. Brown can be reached 

at Magnolia Plantation by Phone: (843) 571-1266  

or by email:   operations@magnoliaplantation.com 

Stuck at home?  Ranger Rick is part of the National Wildlife Federation.  

NWF is offering free access through the end of June 2020.  Fun resources 

for kids and grandkids!  Go to www.RangerRick.org 
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Chaplain’s Contemplations 
Love and Dandelions 

‘Amour et dents de lions’ 

Love begins. 

Love quickens. 

Precious cargo 

Gently wafted 

To a warmly 

Welcoming bosom. 

Softly crying rain, 

Warmly smiling sun 

Cover and nourish 

The tiny spark,  

Urging independent life.            

 

Love blossoms, 

Waking to life, 

Extending slowly 

Questing, questioning, 

Surging upward, 

Sunward, centerward. 

Gathering strength, 

Purpose, stature, 

Finally rising, 

Opening, blossoming, 

Ripening and 

 

Love continues. 

by 

Jerry W. Weise 

A bit 

Of gossamer fluff 

Blown gently 

By God to earth. 

Silvery strands 

Catch and ride 

Each breath, 

Bearing life 

On a silken carpet 
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official  publication of the Garden Club of 

South Carolina, Inc., published quarterly 

and funded in part by Membership dues.  

The South Carolina Gardener has made 
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information are accurate and assumes no 

liability for errors or omissions. 
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inquiries email: 
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Master Calendar of Events  
   

May 31 NGC—Espoma Grant Deadline  

June 5 First Friday Conference Call  

June 7 - 13 National Garden Week, S. Carolina  

June 16 Board of Directors Meeting Columbia, SC 

June 18 -  23 Coastal New England Trip Rescheduled 

June 21 -  27 Camp Wildwood Kings Mtn, SC 

July  3 First Friday Conference Call  

August 7 First Friday Conference Call  

August 27 Finance Committee Meeting Columbia SC 

Submission Deadlines 

Issue 

Fall 

Winter 

Spring 

Summer 

Deadline 

Aug. 1 

Nov. 1 

Feb. 1 

May 1 

Delivered* 

Oct 1 

Jan. 1 

April 1 

July 1 

Submisssion Guidelines 

• Articles to be plain text email or word. 

• Photos should be high resolution jpg  

• Email: scgardenereditor@gmail.com 

• Email Subject to include SC Gardener 

and Club Name 

• Email Body to include District, Garden 

Club, and submitter name 

• Editor reserves the right to edit any 

article due to space constraints, 

duplication, clarity and accuracy. 

*Due to variations in how bulk mail may be handled 
the delivery date may vary +/- 1 week 

Check www.GardenClubof SC.org for updates to the calendar. 
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